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been living in St. Joseph county, Indi- 
ana, tuking nearly the same route, ar- 
rived at Gilbert’s trading house, haying 
with him his nephew James Massey, wife 
and child. Gilbert went with the Judge 
down to where the Judge finally settled; 
his claim embraced the Tommy Hill farm 
and half-a-dozen others. 

After the Judge had built a cabin for 
Massey on the west bank of the lowa 
river, opposite the Myers’. farm, he re- 
turned to Indiana to prepare to move his 
family outto his new home, which he 
did in the latter part of July or first of 
August, bringing with him his son-in- 
law, Dr. I.N. Lesh, Jacob Earhart and 
family, and John and Henry Earhart. In 
the meantime, soon after Judge Harris’ 
arrival inthe Spring, Bill Duvall and 
Tom Bradley came in. Bradley left in 
the fall of 87, went toa trading house on 
the Des Moines, and never returned. Two 
of the Walker brothers, Samuel and 
James, also came in early in the spring. 
Joseph and Henry came a little later the 
same year. ‘The Walker brothers made 
claims where Joseph now lives and south- 
ward and westward, including a number 
of farms now owned by other parties. I 
should have stated that Myers and Clark 
were each accompanied by a young man, 
viz., KliSummy and Wm. Wilson, Sur- 
my returned to Indiana in the fall; Wil- 
son remained several years, and is now 
living in Santa Rosa, California. Next 
and soon after came Henry Felkner, and 
made a claim south of P. Clark, on which 
he hired Eli Myers to break five acres. 
About one week later came 8S. C. Trow- 
bridge; he had been acquainted with 
Myers and Clark in Indiana, Not long 
aftercame William Sturgis and G. W. 
Hawkinsand family. They both settled in 
the south part of the county. Later in 
the season came John Trout, E. Hilton, 
A. D. Stephens, Samuel Mulholland and 
John Kight; alsoa man by the name of 
Shreck. J. A. Cain, a married man set- 
tled that summer on land now owned by 
Henry Walker, where he died soon after, 
and his family left the country. 





One of the events of that summer was 
the laying out ofa town on the east bank of 
the lowa river, above the mouth of Eng- 
lish river, by John Gilbert. He called it 
Sepannamo, but it was only a town on 
paper, although staked off in scientific 
style. The same site is now occupied by 
River Junction. 

Opening a Trading House. 

In the spring of 1887, John Gilbert 
gave notice to the American Fur Com- 
pany, that, as soon as he could get ready, 
he would leave their employment, and 
set up business on his own account. 
Accordingly, about the first of July, he 
gathered up all the young men that had 
come in, and were without employment, 
to help him build a house. They were 
glad to get employment, and especially 
to get a place to board. They were all 
from timbered States, and knew how to 
use an axe. Whilst some were chopping 
logs for the house, others were getting 
out puncheons for the floor and timber for 
clapboards to cover it; some digging a 
cellar, or hole in the ground, while others 
were hauling up the material. It was 
not long till the material was all on the 
ground, and as there was force enongh to 
raise the building, he did not call in the 
neighbors. They all knew something 
about building cabins, and had no trouble 
about getting it u and covered. The 
next thing was to finish one room for a 
storeroom, which was done by chinking 
and daubing the cracks, laying down a 
very strong floor of slabs, and making a 
very strong door, anda rough but strong 
counter, store-fashion, This house was 
built nearly on the south line of Lucas 
township, on the land now owned by D. 
B. Cox, Esq., but at that time the land 
was owned by the Indians (the boundary 
line running in a southwest direction, and 
passing a short distance south of the 
house). / 

A Treat-y. 

To compensate the Indians for the - 
privilege of building on their land, Gil- 
bert agreed, as soon as his house was 
done, to give them a treat, which promise 
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he fulfilled to the letter, as faras two 
barrels of whisky would go. Nowas all 
the heavy work of building was done, 
and the treat given, Gilbert had no 
further use for the help he had hired, 
and consequently paid tliem off and dis- 
charged them all, except Mr. Felkner, 
whom he retained until March, 1838. 

None of the young men who had come 
in that spring and summer excepting Eli 
Myers, Philip Clark, and the Walker 
brothers, were in a situation to set up 
house-keeping, consequently they were 
without homes, only as they could get 
empioyment of others. After leaving 
Gilbert, some found employment with 
Wheaton Chase, who had taken charge of 
the trading house which Gilbert had just 
left. Chase had for several years kept a 
trading house on Cedar river, a short 
distance above Rochester, in Cedar coun- 
ty. Others of the young men found 
employmeut with Myers and Clark, 
making hay, and later in husking corn, 
or any thing there was to do. But, as 
winter was approaching, and their finan- 
ces low, it was absolutely neccessary for 
them to cast about for some permanent 
place to stay through the winter, and 
where they could earn something. 
Whilst a few went to Bloomington (now 
Muscatine), the greater number went 
down in the neighborhood of New Bos- 
ton, on the Mississippi river, and got 
contracts of chopping steamboat wood. 
(Boats were run with wood exclusively 
then, coal not having come into use.) 
They built cabins in the low, thickly- 
timbered bottoms, boarded themselves, 
and made very fair wages. After they 
had gone, it left our little colony very 
_small, for, about the same time, the In- 
dians, @ith the exception of a few old 
people, went on their winter hnnt, to be 
gone till spring. The number of whites 
on the east side of the Iowa did not 


exceed twenty, all told, and that includ- 
ed Mrs. Chase; Mrs. Lesh, Mrs. Cain, 
and several children; and 
scattered from Gilbert’s trading house 
to the most southern part of Johnson 
county. 
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An Indian Battle. 


We must travel back a few months to 
relate an event that is worthy to be 
remembered. After Gilbert had given 
the promised treat, the Indians got up a 
party, the pretended object of which was 
to go on a hunt; but the real object was 
to get into a fight with the Sioux. None 
but able-bodied young men went; they 
had drawn on their friends of Keokuk’s 
band, on the Des Moines river, for some 
horses, which they got. When every- 
thing was in readiness, they glided away 
without creating any sensation, so far as 
a white man could see. Their time of 
starting was some time in August. They 
necessarily had to travel slowly, as on 
such occasions they have to provide their 
rations as they go. They had been gone 
some week, without tidings from them 
either good or bad, and the Indians in 
camp did not seem to anticipate any 
harm to their friends. 

Ona very pleasant afternoon in Sep- 
tember, about 5 o’clock, when everything 
was quiet, the old Indians were lying 
around smoking their pipes, and the 
young ones enjoying themselves in their 
usual way, when suddenly a very peculiar 
shout of an Indian was heard on the 
bluif northeast of the upper town. (Their 
towns were situated, one on the lower end 
of what is now Mr. James McCollister’s 
farm, and the other where D. B. Cox, 
Ksq., now lives.) The first shout was 
succeeded by about half-a-dozen more, 
in not very quick succession. The shouts 
were 8o loud and distinct, that, although 
the Indian was two miles distant from 
the lower town, he was heard distinctly. 
It had an effect like that of an earth- 
quake. Every Indian knew, as goon 
as he heard the first shout, what it 
meant. It was a messenger sent 
from the battle-field to bear the sad news 
of their defeat to their friends. ‘The 
messenger had traveled day and night. 
When he got their attention by shouting, 
he began to tell, in short sentences, what 
had happened. He enumerated the 
names of those that were killed, one by 







ibe: hy ao at 
WF aR annoy Lsihed-oite hod ered 
tt abut ried? Go such “Dad tan y 
 sevit eoniold estfoilt to Died | san ir ok hit y ttree 
917 Joo volt dvdw eo ORE 338, at ut acti, as 









4 


At ; 
wie vor! } ys fe! a S| quik now: yet . wih aps ‘ihe ( Ps ' 
[TEATS nes Sontiy hb ot Ma | ees b Ls @h Ti earn tt Pad ; SS —_ 
’ 2 Hihs yeiste 4 snivecot wits rierkia te Rea a ee 
: . ‘ e .* 7 « 
UTA | ay dreoarrolane Laney eave. jee) = 
r . =~ er 
1309 lo omy toed baidbodse oem 7 peleede M 5% ; 
‘ , : - eee > : a4 ' in ' 
if : tan? Pion Teudiad BOLE Beno SA Rea ny rH 
{ P .* 7. 4 
he Bie dL efits loon 4S SIE TNs os "Of ban Gaul Sis) ’ 
i , a & 
tid) ‘ ; i hd , J .. 
; r ; 
: ri - ; ’ i) ry L “9 hae y Hierbw y 
) : . - 4 ' +{ d 
j roOuUsNS 
: r AP : { rit) 
an me) . v ¢ 
’ ‘ 4 v F f 
~ 
, 
' 


ie eae 


THE EARLY SETTLEMENT 


one; then those that were wounded. He 
spoke so loud and distinct that they 
understood every word he said. When 
he had finished speaking, such a wail 
went up from the women who had lost 
brothers, husbands, or sons, as was wever 
heard before nor since by those who 
caught the sound. Indian women do not 
weep like white women, but give vent to 
their sorrow by a peculiar kind of wail 
that producesa very saddening effect on 
those who hear it; and there was not a 
day, for weeks, that they could not be 
heard out in secluded places, wailing as 
if their hearts would break. It was said 
that the Sioux, by some means, had 
learned that they were about to be 
attacked (notwithstanding the Sacs and 
Fox Indians had laid their plans with 
great care to take them by surprise), and 
they made selection of a camping place 
in expectance of an attack; and, after 
preparing and eating supper, when their 
camp-fires began to burn low, they rolled 
up their buffalo robes and blankets in 
such a manner as to present the appear- 
ance of sleeping Indians, and placed them 
near the fires, and then crawled away 
slyly into the brush surrounding their 
camping-place, and waited the event. In 
the latter part of the night, when all 
was still, the stealthy foe stole upon what 
they supposed was the sleeping enemy, 
aud, at the preconcerted signal, fired, 
and then madea general rush to com- 
plete the bloody slaughter. Instantly 
the concealed Sioux rushed in upon them 
from every side, and turned the tide of 
battle very suddenly, and it was only 
owing to the Sioux being the weaker 
party in numbers that any of the aggress- 
ors escaped. They succeeded in getting 
away with their wounded, but left their 
dead on the field to be scalped. 

It was some weeks before the main 
body, with the wounded, got back. They 
brought the wounded down the Towa 
river in canoes, established a hospital 
near the trading house, and put them in 
charge of the medicine man. No one 
else dared go in. ‘Three times each day 











he would go through the process of pow- 
wowing,—beating a tin kettle, and rat- 
tling a gourd with shot init. Some died 
and some got well. It gave the Indians 
such a scare that they paid John Gilbert 
four hundred dollars to build a stockade 
around their uper town, and for a great 
while afterward, if you told one of them 
that you had'seen a Sioux, it was enough 
to make his teeth chatter and his knees 
smite together. The settlers sometimes 
indulged in this method of frighten- 
ing them for their own cruel amusement. 


An Indian Treaty. 


Another circumstance worthy of note, 
that occured the same fall, was the visit 
of Keokuk, Wapello, Appanoose, and a 
number of other distinguished Indians, 
to Powesheik. Their coming was known, 
but there was no display. The visiting 
party rode up in single file, dismounted, 
tied their ponies, filed into Powesheik’s 
tent, where he was sitting, and all seated 
themselves in a row, where they remained 
for several minutes in silence. Then 
Powesheik arose, filled Keckuk’s pipe 
and his own, and passed the tobacco 
around. They all smoked for sometime 
without speaking. Keokuk was the first 
to break silence. He told the object of 
their coming, and then made a speech in 
favor of the proposition the government 
had submitted to them, which was to buy 
another strip of their land. This was about 
the first of October, as the treaty they 
made at Washington, in which the remain. 
der of Johnson county would be thrown 
opento white settlement, is dated the fol- 
lowing May. They went in afew days after 
their meeting to Washington. Wheaton 
Chase accompanied them as interpreter. 
After having been taken from Washing- 
ton to all the chief cities of the East, aud 
back by way of Niagara Falls, they 
arrived home late in November, highly 
pleased with what they had seen, except- 
ing one person—that was Martin Van 
Buren. hey had no words in their lan- 
guage that could fully express their 
contempt for him. They had been accus- 
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tomed to calling the President the Great 
’ Father, and of course expected to see him 
at least a head taller than any one else 
and then to see “a little squatty man,” 
as they called him, and he with a bald 
head, was more than they were prepared 
for. ’ 


There was nothing else that cccurred 
in that year worthy of special notice. All 
enjoyed good health that fall. 


A Large and Respectable Meeting. 


As remarked previously, when nearly 
all the young men had left 1n the fall, it 
thinned our numbers so much that it was 
very lonesome; and as winter came on, 
and there was nothing to do, no place to 
go, nothing to read, no mail, and no way 
of hearing from the outside world with- 
out going to Bloomington or Rock Island, 
it became distressingly monotonous, 
especially tosuch a man as Judge Harris, 
who was a vigorous, well-preserved man 
at that time. He had taken an active 
part in polities in Indiana, and had held 
office on more than one occasion, and 
thus to be cut off from everything of the 
kind was more than he could submit to. 
It was mainly at his suggestion that it 
was announced that a public meeting 
would be held at Gilbert’s trading house 
on an evening named, to consider the sit- 
uation. The appointed evening arrived, 
aud with it Judge Harris, Dr. I. N. Lesh, 
and Eli Myers; and at the trading house 
were John Gilbert, Henry Felkner, and 
and an old Indian squaw called Jenny; 
also, a tall and very black negro, whom 
the Indians called Mogawk,—six persons 
all told, but representing three races. 
There was no formal organization, but 
the object of the meeting was talked, 
over, Which was the want of roads and 
bridges, and especially the want of mail 
facilities; and as the Legislature was in 
session at Burlington (it was then Wis- 
consin 'l'erritory), it was decided to send 
two delegates (one-third of the “large and 
respectable meeting”) down to Burlington 
forthwith. It was further agreed that 
Judge Harris and John Gilbert should 














be the delegates. But, before starting, — 
it, was necessary for them to be provided 
with some credentials, showing that they 
were sent as representatives of the peo- 
ple on the Iowa river. There was no 
other way to do this than to write out the 
proceedings as if it had actually been an 
organized meeting, and to make as big a 
thing as possible of it. The next ques- 
tion was, Who would write it? Gilbert 
had been too long among the Indians to 
know much about it. Lesh was pretty 
well educated, and a good penman, but 
professed to have no experience in that 
line. Judge Harris had more experience 
than any of the rest, but was a poor 
scribe, so it was agreed that he should do 
the dictating and Lesh the writing. The 
production, when finished, read nearly as 
follows: 

“At a large and respectable meeting of 
the settlers on the public lands on the 
Jowa river, held at the trading house of 
John Gilbert, in pursuance of previous 
notice, on the — day of January, 1838, 
the following proceedings were had: 

“The meeting was called to order by 
Judge Harris, on whose motion Henry 
Felkner was unanimously elected Chair- 
man. On motion of John Gilbert, Isaac 
N. Lesh was appointed Secretary. On 
motion of Dr. Lesh, 1 committee of three 
was appointed by the Chair to report 
resolutions expressing the sense of the 
meeting. ‘The Chairman appointed Judge 
Harris, John Gilbert, and Eli Myers said 
cominittee. 

“Aiter the committee had retired to de- 
liberate upon their report, the meeting 
was very ably addressed by several gen- 
tlemen present, after which the commit- 
tee returned, and, through its chairman, 
submitted the following preamble and 
resolutions, which were 
adopted: 


“WHEREAS, A large number of persons 
have settled on the public lands on the 
Lowa river, in the vicinity of the trading 
house of John Gilbert; and 

“WHrREAS, We have evidence that 
there will be a large influx to our settle- 
ment during the next spring; and 


unanimously 
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“WueEreas, We are suffering great in- 
conveniences for the want of roads and 
bridges; and | 

“WueEREAS, We are without mail facil- 
ities, and 

“Wueress, The Legislature of the 
Territory is now in session at Burling- 
ton; therefore, be it . 

“ Resolved, That two delegates be ap- 
pointed by the chair, whose duty it shall 
be to proceed forthwith to Burlington, 
and use their influence with the Legisla- 
ture to have roads established to ciffer- 
ent points on the Mississippi river; also, 
to have the Legislature memorialize 
Congress to have a mail route establish- 
ed from Bloomington to the trading 
house of John Gilbert; also, to have a 
post-oflice established and a postmaster 
appointed, without delay. 


“The Chair appointed Judge Harris 
and John Gilbert said delegates.” 

The delegates, armed with the above 
credentials, started the second day after 
the meeting on foot, through a deep 
snow, and walked the whole distance. 
They made the acquaintance of Gov. 
Dodge, who treated them very kindly, 
and made many inquiries about the set- 
tlement, and particularly about the num. 
ber of inhabitants. Gilbert told him 
fifteen hundred, at which the Governor 
seemed very much surprised. When 
they returned home, Gilbert was asked 
how he dared to tell the Governor such a 
lie. He said he did not teli him what 
color they were. 

The delegates also formed the ac- 
quaintance of a number of the members 
of the Legislature, and made their wants 
known, but they were informed that 
Congress had already or was about pass- 
ing an act to divide the Territory of Wis- 
consin and establish a new ‘Territory, to be 
called Iowa, and that it would be organ- 
ized during the coming summer, and 
they preferred handing our delegates 
over to the new order of things. 

The foregoing sets up the claim of be- 
ing the first public meeting of any kind 
ever heldin Johnson county, the veuer- 
able chairman of which is believed to be 
the only person now living who _ parti- 
cipated in its proceedings, and now takes 
great pride in the distinction of having 














presided over that “large and respectal I< 
meeting,” 
“strategy Foiled.” 

Another event occured in February. 
1838, which, although of a personal na- 
ture, I will take the liberty of recording), 
as already stated. Late in the fall of 37, 
the Indians nearly all left for their wis) ~ 
ter hunt, they went up the different: 
water courses, viz., the Iowa and Ene- 
lish rivers and Old Man’s creek, or Pus- 
e-to-e-nock, as they called the latter. 
Their habit was to go as far as they in- 
tended and then hunt back. They spent 
the first part of the winter far up the 
different streams, and then commenced 
by slow stages to come back. They 
travel a day and camp and hunt and trap 
as long as they can make it profitable. 
then move on again. They continued 
their journey till some time in February, 
when an Indian came in and reported 
that the main body of them had got down 
to a point not far from the Sehorn place. 
John Gilbert was running his trading 
house against odds; he had not as many 
goods nor of as good quality as the other 
house, so Gilbert concluded to resort to 
strategy to secure himself the furs that 
the Indians were bringing in. He got a 
young man by the name of Hamilton to 
go with him, and they each prepared a 
pack of goods to carry, that weighed at 
least fifty pounds. ‘They had to go in 
the night, or the other establishment 
would find it out. It was a mild winter, 
and the Iowa river was already open. 
There was no way to cross the river, only 
inacanoe which Chase kept tied up in 
the mouth of Gilbert creek, so while they 
were getting their goods in readiness, 
Gilbert sent Henry Felkner down to 
Chase’s establishment to see if the coast 
was clear: first to see if the canoe was 
in the usual place, then go to the house 
on pretense of an evening visit. Felk- 
ner found the canoe all right then went 
to the house, spent half an hour or more 
very pleasantly, and then excused him- 
self went back and reported. They were 
ready, and started immediately with their 
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packs, took the canoe and crossed over 
and started on their long tramp. It was 
then about 11 o'clock. Neither Chase nor 
his men had suspected anything until 
they had gone, when one of them chanced 
to remark that it was strange that Mr. 
Felkner should come down there, as he 
had not been there in the evening during 
the winter. One word brought on another, 
until one of them suggested that there 
might be a nigger in the wood pile. The 
first thing they did was to send one of 
their number to see if the canoe was in 
its place; he soon returned, and reported 
it missing. They determined at once not 
to be beaten. ‘They soon got afew logs 
that would float, and fastened them to- 
gether raft fashion, pushed across the 
river and got the canoe, recrossed the 
river and in a very short time had their 
packages of goods ready fora start. The 
two men selected to go were ferried across 
by one of their comrades and they started 
in pursuit. The night was clear, and 
snow on the ground. They could see the 
trail of the other party, and although 
Gilbert had several hours the start, they 
were determined not to be far behind him. 
They had another very great advantage 
over Gilbert. Ko-ta, a French half-breed, 
who could speak the Indian language 
quite as well as any Indian, and who 
had influence with the Indians led their 
party. Gilbert got to their encampment 
first, of course; but not suspecting any 
opposition, and feeling that the field was 
all his own, was not ina hurry to display 
his goods, and spent some time in talking 
the thing up. When he finally opened out 
his goods and began to talk trade, he 
chanced to look around and to his utter 
astonishment there was Ko-ta and his 
man loaded down with goods. Ko-ta was 
aggressive from the first. He told the 
Indians in their own language of the 
underhanded game Gilbert had played, 
of his stealing the canoe; that ie had 
neglected their friends (the old Indians) 
whom they had left behind; that Gilbert’s 
sympathies were all with the whites, and 
much more of the same sort. In this way 














he soon aroused the prejudice of the 
Indi:ns against Gilbert, so that when 
they began to barter for their furs and 
skins Ko-ta got more than three-fourths 
of them. Gilbert was beaten at his own 


game. 
Additional Settiers. 


Early in the spring of 1888, J udge 
Harris returnet to Indiana on business, 
while there he induced many of his old 
friends and ueighbors to move to fowa, 
among them were Green Hill, Yale 
Hamilton, John Gardner, Joseph Stover, 
Benjamin Miller and John Royal—all 
men with families. Judge Harris return- 
ed home by way of St. Louis, where he 
bought a quantity of provisions and 
groceries, also a set of saw-mill irons 
for Felkner & Myers, which he shipped 
on the fur company’s keel boat that was 
there loading with goods for their trading 
house on the Iowa river. In due time the 
goods arrived in safety at their new trad- 
ing house which stood just across the 
hitle stream from Gilbert's trading house 
on what has since been known as the 
Byington farm, and was burned down 
after being used for various purposes for 
nearly forty years, 

Johnson county was created by an act 
of the Territorial Legislature of Wiscon 
sin, approved December 21st, 18357, and 
organized by an act passed at the special 
session of the same Legislature held at 
Burlington in June 1838, the organiza- 
tion to date from July 4th following. 
Napoleon was designated as the county 
seat temporarily. ‘The custom then was 
for the Legislature to appoint three 
commissioners to locate’ county seats, 
when it was intended to be a permanent 
location. 

Up to early in the spring of 1838, 
Judge Harris and John Gilbert were the 
leading spirits, and the most prominent 
men of the community on the Iowa river 
and were very intimate friends; but each 
had some aspirations which caused envy 
and jealousy to creep in ‘between them. 
Each had his partisans,—those who were 
induced to come to Iowa by Judge Harris 
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stood by him, the young men, or young 
America, stood by Gilbert. As before 
stated, the Indians, in the fall of 87, sold 
tothe United States government their 
title to their remaining lands in Johnson 
county, to give possession the following 
spring. Now Harris and others looked 
upon the place where Philip Clark finally 
settled as an eligible place fora town 
site, and commenced laying their wires 
to have some one pounce upon it as soon 
the Indians would permit, and hold it for 
a town site, the town to be called Osceola, 
In the meantime, Gilbert and his friends 
were exerting their ingenuity to counter- 
act the plans of Harris and party. While 
they were casting about for some suitable 
person to go on the claim and hold it, 
Philip Clark came to the rescue. He had, 
whilst at Bloomington the previous win- 
ter, made the acquaintance of Mr. John 
Morford (known for many years after in 
Johnson county by the familiar title of 
Old Uncle Johnny Mofford). It occurred 
to Clark that Morford was the very man 
needed to hold that claim, so it was 
agreed that he should go at once and try 
to induce Morford to come over and take 
possession, which he did without delay. 
That was tally one for Gilbert’s side. 
Soon afterward, Morford, not having 
either taste or capacity for building a 
town, traded his entire claim for Clark’s 
farm below the Myers place, and moved 
on it; and Clark took possession of the 
prospective town site and took Gilbert 
in as a partner. They procured the 
services of George Bumgardner, the 
county surveyor of Muscatine county, 
and at once proceeded to lay off the 
southeast quarter of section 22.* into 
town lots. They christened their young 
town Napoleon, and immediately erected 
and inclosed a good-sized frame house, 
which was the first frame house erected 
in Johnson county, and the only house 
ever erected in Napoleon. But alas for 





* NoTE.— The original town site of Napoleon 
is now included in the farin of James McC«)- 
lister, one and one-half miles south of Iowa 
City. 
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the aspirations of the town! that solitary 
house was not finished for many years, 
and the county seat was removed about 
eighteen months after, and Napoleon 
died a solitary and ignominious death, as 
did its great namesake on his lonely rock. 





Making Improvements. 


As the remainder of Johnson county 
was thrown open to the settlement of the 
whites, early in the spring of 1838, Henry 
Felkner and Eli Myers began the erec- 
tion of a saw-mill on Rapid creek, where 
the Dubuque road now crosses that 
stream. 

Judge Harris also began the erection 
of asaw-mill on Old Man’s creek, a short 
distance below where the United States 
military road crosses that stream. 

Benjamin Miller settled on the farm 
now occupied by Jacob Y. Stover, and 
established a ferry across the Iowa river 
at Napoleon. 

Nathanial Fellows settled on Clear 
creek, on the farm now occupied by his 
son-in-law, Capt. I. V. Dennis. 

John Gailor settled in North Bend, 
near North Liberty, on the land known 
afterward as the Wilson farm. 4 

S. H. McCrory settled where his family | 
still reside. 

John A. Street, settled where Tsaac 
Bowen lives. 

William Jones settled where Matthew 
Tenlyck lives, and Green Hill located on 
the spot where he still lives. 

A. D. Stephen built his cabin near . 
where A. B. Sanders resides. | 

Yale Hamilton and John Gardner set- 
tled on the west side of the Towa, near 
what was known as the Indian Lookout, 
and Elias Secor on Old Man’s creek. 

In the latter part of the season, David 
Switzer commenced the erection of the 
firs grist-mill in the county, on Clear 
creek, where Stickler’s woolen will now 
stands. 

The settlement was widely scattered, 
but the reader will bear in mind that’the 
lands were not yet surveyed by the 
Government, and as each new settler had 
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the whole country open before him to 
choose from, he made choice of the loca- 
tion that best suited his faney. As all the 
settlers had come from a timbered coun- 
try, they generally located in or near the 
edge of timber. For years after the set- 
tlement began, it was the general belief 
of the citizens that our large prairies 
would not be fully settled for many gen- 
erations. But it must ke remembered 
that there was probably not a man in the 
country, at that time, who had ever seen 
a railroad, much Jess thought of one 
spanning our prairies. 


A Well-Turned Joke. 


‘There were some practical jokers in 
those days, as the following circumstance 
will attest: 

Philip Clark who was desirous of 
extending his usual hospitality to his 
assembled friends, began the prepara- 
tion ef dinner, by placing on the fire a 
long-handled frving-pan, in which to 
bake batter cakes. But his attention 
was called away from the occupation. 
Soon after, some one remarked that the 
cakes ought to be turned over, or they 
would burn. An individual standing 
near quietly took hold of the handle of 
the pan and turned it bottom up on the 
fire! 

The First Marriage. 

About the first of August, 1838, oc- 
curred the first marriage in the county. 
It was a double wedding. The contract- 
ing parties were Mr. Benjamin Ritter 
and Miss Polly Stover, and Mr. Martin 
Smith and Miss Martha MeLucas. The 
licenses as well as the officer ( Esquive 
McCoy, justice of the peace) who offici- 
ated on the happy occasion, had to be 

. procured in Cedar county, as this county 
was at that time attached to Cedar for 
judicial purposes. 

As to the impressiveness of the cere- 
mony, the beauty of the brides, or the 
costliness of the wardrobe (whether of 
costly silks, with wreaths of orange blos- 
soms, or not), the Jenkins of that day has 
left no record; therefore it is hoped that 
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the writer will be excused by his fair 
readers for not entering into a minute 
detail of the attire of the brides, or for 
not giving a list of the elegant wedding 
presents bestowed on the interesting 
occasion. 


The Murder of Oliver Atwood. 


In the month of September, 1838, oc- 
curred a bloody tragedy on the prairies 
in the northern part of what is now known 
as Lincoln township. There was a little 
inofiensive Methodist preacher by the 
name of Oliver Atwood, living with his 
faniily near where the town of West Lib- 
erty is located. At this time Phelps & 
Co, of Oquawka, Ill, were engaged in 
breaking and fencing a section of land 
for the Indians on the Iowa river, about 
five miles below Marengo, and were giving 
employment to a number of hands to 
assist in the work. Atwood being poor 
and needy, had gone up there and pro- 
cured work. After working some time, 
he sent word to his family that he ex- 
pected to be home at a certain date; but 
the time passed, and he did not make his 
appearance. Nearly a week following, his 
wife sent a messenger to the trading 
house, on the Iowa, to see if she could 
gain any tidings of the absent husband. 
The messenger learned, that, about a 
week before, Atwood had called at the 
trading house, purchased some neces- 
saries for his family, and started across 
the prairie for home. Search was imme- 
diately instituted, and his body was 
was found ina large slough, about eighty 
rods from the trail, bearing unmistakable 
evidence of having been murdered by 
Indians. Although considerable effort 
was made to trace out the guilty perpe- 
trators of this cowardly and bloodthirsty 
outrage, it was not attended with success. 
Some of his neighbors thought they 
knew who the guilty parties were, but 
they could produce no convicting evi- 
dence. It was supposed by many of the 
citizens that the cause which gave rise to 
the act was the killing of an Indian by a 
white man named Ross, in a drunken 








"i oadatotegs® bis ie en ps ; 
r Hit ao VoagAt ¢iorveltal & feta 
wenn ai deat to Pours ovale ttt at 
mr stat! ginattwit (tong 6A 
‘ay, ; ce te Fohtohh sent yTHOUH! 


wh? J iyo 


sage bad a ay. 
hi 4 oo 
i. : y iad ‘ 


rr est awe a 


paper Ta BR MO ee 
*. 
1 coy astoalt 
rash Pon srt) seals 
Pe ? ‘det iw 


‘ 
fa) oe heed OF 


- 
=] 
: ‘ ‘ 
: » Oe 
if 
be 
~y 
+ : 
t 4s! fy 


BATA ufo Quinnaqa es 





? 


bh THE EARLY SETTLEMENT 


brawl, about one year before, at Moscow, 
on Cedar river. Ross made his escape, 
and eluded punishment. The Indians 
felt deeply aggrieved at the wrong, often 
alluding to it when intoxicated. It was 
supposed that the murderers of Atwood 
were intoxicated at the time, and com- 
mitted the act in revenge. 


Hardships of the Pioneers. 


In the fall of this year that scourge 
of the western country, fever and ague, 
seized upon our little community with 
relentless grip. Many were the pitiful 
stories of whole families being prostrated 
at once, with not one able to help another 
to a drink of water to quench the burn- 
ing thirst. The only daintiex that could 
be procured for the sick were corn bread, 
fat pork, and coffee. There was no medi- 
cine to be had, and no doctors nearer 
than the Mississippi river. In the midst 
of this discouraging state of affairs, 
some eight or ten families, who were 
able to do so, packed up their goods and 
started on their return to Indiana, reduc- 
ing the little community almost one-half, 
and leaving those who remained behind 
in a most disconsolate and helpless con- 
dition. But of those who fled from the 
scourge, two or three children died on 
the road; and when the remaining ones 


reached their journey’s end they found | 





the sickness equally as bad as that from 
which they had fled, while all those left 
behind recovered, the cold weather prov- 
ing a better panacea for their ills than 
any medicine. 

To illustrate the hardships and incon- 
venience attending pioneer life, I will 
give an incident that Mr. Felkner related 
to me, and of which he was the hero. 
Mr. Felkner and Mr. Myers were busily 
engaged building their saw-mill on Rapid 
creek, and their meat being exhausted, 
Mr. Felkner madea trip down to the 
trading house to procure a supply; but 
finding none there, he borrowed a horse 
of Mr. Gilbert and rode to Bloomington, 
purchased a side of bacon weighing 
seventy-eight pounds, put it in a coffee 
sack, took it on the horse betore hii, 
and so returned to the trading house. 
“Having consumed more time than 
expected on the trip, and Mr. Gil-ert 
needing his horse while I was gone,” 
says Mr. Felkner, “{f found him in a not 
very amiable mood; and as I was too 
gritty to ask him for the use of his horse 
to take the meat home, notwithstanding 
that the prairie was flooded with water, I 
threw the seventy-eight pounds of bacon 
on my back, and plunged through sloughs 
and ponds, and reached home, a distance 
of eight miles, without laying down my 
load to rest but once on the way.” 
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CHAPTER II. 


COUNTY 


The First Goriaey Election, 


On the 12th day of June, 1838, avo 


gress passed an act to divide the Terri- 
tory of Wisconsin, and to establish the 
Territory of Iowa. Martin Van Buren, 


President of the United States, appointed _ 


Iix-Governor Robert Lucas, of Ohio, as 
Governor of the new. Territory. Govy- 
ernor Lucas started, a few days after re- 
ceiving his appointment, for Burlington, 


which he reached about the last of June, 


and he at once proceeded to organize the 
Territory by issuing a proclamation for: 
election of officers. He issued a sheriff’s 
commission to Samuel C.' Trowbridge, 
with instructions to call an election for 
officers, and to organize the county of 
Johnson. 
mission to Robert Walker, who was our 
first justice of the peace, and who con- 
tinued to fill that office with little inter- 
mission for nearly forty years. 


On the 10th day of September, 1838,: 


at Napoleon, was held the first election 
in the county. Nearly all. the votes cast 
were for the same candidates.: Follow- 
ing are the names of the candidates 
voted for to fill the different offices: 


For Delegate: to Congress —W. W. 
‘Chapman. 

For Member of the iT eteitDelid Council 
—Charles Whittlesby, of Cedar county. 

For Representative — Robert G. Rob- 
erts, of Cedar county. 

For County Commissioners — Henry 
Felkner, Abner Wolcott, and William 
Sturges, 

For County Recorder — Isaiah P: Ham- 
ilton. 

For Assessor —S. B. Mulholland. 

bi aint 


He also issued a justice’s com-" 


ORGANIZATION. 


For Ponstahie ce Wie, C. Massey and 


Peter Crum. 
As the records are nat or destroyed: A 


am unable to give.the number of votes 


cast in this election; and the memory of 


_ those who participated in it differs wide- 


ly, as some place the number as high as 
thirty-seven, and others as low as six- 
teen, votes. 


Locating the Capital. 


The month of December, 1838, was 
very cold, but the year 1839 was ushered 
in with very mild weather, and _by the 
middle of January the streams were all 
clear of ice, and the Mississippi did not 
close again during the winter, though y we 
had some cold weather, 


The year 1839 proved to be the most. 
eventful in the history of Johnson coun- 
ty ever experienced down to the present 
time. On the 21st day of J anuary,, the 
Territorial Legislature passed “An Act 
to locate the seat of government of the 
Territory of Towa” in Johnson county, 
and Chauncey Swan, of Dubuque county, 
John Ronalds, of Louisa county, and 
Robert Kalston, of Des Moines county, 
were elected commissioners by joint bal- 
lot of the Council and House: of Repre- 
sentatives, “to locate and establish the 
permanent seat’ of government of this 
Territory in the county of . Johnson,” 
and the commissioners, “or a majority of 
them, were required to meet on the first 
day of May, 1839, at Napoleon, and pro- 
ceed to locate the seat of government 
at the most eligible point within the 
present limits of Johnson county;” and 
“The commissioners shall proceed to lay 
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out a town, to be called Iowa City, on 
the piece of ground go selected.” 


Immediately after the passage of this 
bill by the Legislature, the citizens of 
Johnson county, anticipating a rush of 
immigration, thought best to organize 
an association for the better protection 
of citizens in their rights to make and 
hold claims. After several preliminary 
meetings, on the 9th of March, 1839, the 
following rules and regulations were 
adopted by a public meeting, consisting 
of nearly all the citizens of the county: 


Constitution of the Claim Association 
of Johnson County, Adopted 
March Oth, IS39, 


ARTICLE I, 


Section 1. This association shall be 
known by the name and title of the Claim 
Association of Johnson County. 

Sro. 2. The officers of the association 
shall be one President and one Vice- 
President; one Clerk or Recorder of 
Claims, deeds or transfer of claims; 
seven Judges or Adjusters of claims or 
boundaries, one of whom shall be quali- 
fied to administer the oath or affirma- 
tion, and whose duty it shall be to attend 
all judicial courts of the association, and 
two Marshals,—all of whom shall be 
elected as hereinafter provided and di- 
rected. 

' Src. 38. The President and Vice-Presgi- 
dent shall be elected annually by ballot 
of the association, and their term of office 
shall be for one year, commencing with 
the 11th of March, 1839, and ending with 
the day preceding said 11th day of March 
of each and every year hereafter. 

Sec. 4. ‘The President shall have full 
power to keep order at all meetings of 
the association, decide on all questions 
of order, and where the association is 
equally divided, as is customary in de- 
liberative assemblies, and such other 
powers as is hereinafter expressed and 
defined, and none others. 

Src. 5. The Vice-President shall, in 
the absence of the President, exercise all 
* the duties, powers, and privileges of the 
President, and shal] be governed by the 
laws and regulations governing the 
President. 

Src. 6. The president shall have pow- 
er to call a meeting of the association at 
any time he may think public interest 
demands it; Provided, all such meetings 
be called in pursuance of ten days public 


notice thereof; and such public notice 
shall specify the time and place of such 
meeting, and that said public notice be 
posted at five or more of the most public 


_ places in the county. 


Sro. 7, The Clerk or Recorder shall 
be elected annually, by ballot of the asso- 
ciation, for a term of one year, commenc- 
ing with the 11th day of March, 1839; and 
ending with the day preceding said 
11th day of March of each and every 
year hereafter. 


Sec. 8. The duties of the Clerk or Re- 
corder shall be to keep a fair record of 
all proceedings of the association, at 
each and every meeting; record all 
claims that may be left with him, and in 
the order they may be deposited, and en- 
dorse the time such claim was handed in 
for record; and record all transfers, 
deeds, or assignments of deeds, regularly, 
and in the order they may be deposited, 
and endorse the same with the time they 
were deposited and the page they have 
been recorded on. 

The Clerk shall have some stated place 
of residence, and, in case of removal, he 
shall give public notice thereof, and state 
where he has removed to, and previous 
to his entering on the duties of his office, 
he shall apply to the President for a cer- 
tificate of election, and take un oath or 
affirmation that he will well and truly 
discharge all the duties of his office with- 
out fear, favor, or affection, to the best 
of his abilities; and it shall further be 
the duty of the Clerk to furnish a book 
for the association, and enter all the .pro- 
ceedings in such book, and make all 
records in said book, and carefully pre- 
serve all papers belonging to the asso- 
ciation. The Clerk or Recorder may 
deputize any person to assist or act in 
his absence, but shall be responsible for 
all acts of said deputy in the capacity of 
Clerk or Recorder. 


Sro. 9. The judges or adjusters of 
claims shall be elected annually, and for 
the term of one year, commencing on 
the 11th day of March, 1889, and ending 
with the day preceding said 11th day of 
March, of each and every year hereafter. 
The duties and powers of the judges or 
adjusters of claims shall be to decide on 
all questions of dispute relative to the 
rights of claims or parts of claims, as 
the case may be, and settle all disputed 
lines or boundaries between the members 
of this association and any other indi- 
viduals, and make return in writing, to 
the Clerk, the manner all cases brought 
before them have been disposed of. Any 
five of the judges-elect shall compose a 
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court, and any three of such court agree- 
ing in any case brought before them, 
- shall be a final decision in the case. No 
evidence shall be received but such as is 
recognized by the laws of the Territory 
as legal in common law, and all evidence 
shall be on oath or affirmation. The 
judges or adjusters shall be required, 
previous to their entering on the duties 
of their office, to apply to the President 
of the association for acertificate of elec- 
tion, and take an oath or affirmation that 
they will well and truly discharge the 
duties of their office without fear, favor, 
or affection, to the best of their abilities. 
Seo. 10. The Marshals shall be elect- 
ed as other other officers, and their term 
of office shall commence and expire as 
other officers of the association, and their 
duties shall be to serve all processes that 
may be handed to them, and make return 
thereof as directed, and to enforce all de- 
cisions of the judicial court, and all other 
laws of the association; and they shall 
have full power to demand the assistance 
of a sufficient number of the members of 
this association, if they find it necessary 
to carry all laws and decisions into effect. 


ARTICLE ITI. 


Section 1. Thesalary of the officers 
shall be as hereinafter provided for. The 
Clerk or Recorder shall receive twenty- 
five cents for recording each claim, and 
fifty cents for every deed and conveyance, 
to be paid by the person wishing such 
record made; and in all cases he may 
require his fee in advance, and twelve 
and a half cents for the privilege of ex- 
amining his book; Provided, however, 
members having entered their claims 
shall have the privilege of examing said 
books for information relative to their 
own claims, free of any charge. 

Src. 2. The Judges shall receive one 
dollar and fifty cents and the Marshals 
shall receive one dollar and fifty cents 
for every day spent in the discharge ot 
the duties of their respective offices. 


ARTICLE III. 


Sec. 1. All members of the associa- 
tion shall be required, in making claims, 
to stake them off or blaze them in such 
a manner that the lines of such claims 
can be easily traced or followed; and all 
claims thus made, in order to be respect- 
ed, must be entered on record, and then 
as fully and accurately described as prac- 
ticable, giving the names of the creek, 
river, or branch where such shall be the 
boundary on any side, and where bound- 
ed by other claims, give the owner’s name 
of such claim, if known, and where the 
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lands have been surveyed they shall be 
required to give the range, township, and 
quarter section, as is customary in de- 
scribing surveyed land; and, further, 
persons making claims shall be required 
to put the initials of their names either 
on a tree or stake at the corners of their 
claims. No person shall hold more than 
480 acres, or three quarter sections of 
land, by making claim thereto, and this 
quantity shall, in all cases, be recognized 
and constituted a claim, let the same lie 
in a body or detached parcels; Provided, 
howeyer, that said claim is not in more 
three separate and detached parcels. 
All persons wishing their claims record- 
ed, shall hand them in to the Recorder in 
writing, with their signatures thereto. 
All deeds of conveyance shall be admit- 
ted to record, and all assignment of deeds, 
and the first record admitted shall have 
the preference. 

Persons purchasing claims, or parts of 
claims, shall, in all cases, be required, be. 
fore the clerk, to state on honor that the 
amount specified in the deed or transfer 
is the actual amount paid for such claim, 
or part of claim, as the case may be, and 
that the purchase is valid, and in good 
faith, and that it has not been made to 
evade the law restricting persons in mak- 
ing claims to 480 acres, or three quarter 
sections. This clavseshall not be so con- 
strued as to deprive persons who sell 
their claims, or a part thereof, making 
another or part, as the case may be; nor 
shall it be so construed that persons 
purchasing shall be deprived of the priv- 
ilege of making a claim; nor shall any 
person or persons be entitled to make 
a claim from the fact of their having 
swapped or exchanged claims. Any per- 
son purchasing a claim and refusing to 
pay for it, shall forfeit all claim thereto. 
and such claim so forfeited shall revert 
back to the person selling it. 


ARTICLE IV. 


SecTIon 1, All persons having sold or 
purchased a claim previous to the organ- 
ization of this association, and the adop- 
tion of the laws for the government of 
said association, shall be entitled to all 
the privileges and rights that the laws of 
this association extends to those sellin 
or purchasing after the adoption of mt 
laws. 

Src. 2. Any white male person over 
the eighteen can become a member of 
this association by signing the laws, 
rules, and regulations governing the as 
sociation. No member of the association 
shall have privilege of voting on a ques- 
tion to change any article of the con- 
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stitution or laws of the association, 
unless he is a resident citizen of the 
county and a claim holder, nor shall 
any member be entitled to vote for 
officers of this association unless he is a 
claim holder. Actual citizens of the 
county over the age of seventeen, who 
are acting for themselves and dependent 
on their own exertions and labor for a live- 
hhood, and whose parents do not reside 
within the Territory, can become mem- 
bers of this association, and be entitled to 
all the privileges of members. 

No member can be declared elected to 
an office of the association, unless such 
person shall have received a majority. of 
the votes of the members present, enti- 
tled to vote when said election shall take 
place. 

Any law or article of the constitution 
of this association may be altered at the 
semi-annual meeting, and at no other 
meeting; Provided, however, that three- 
fifths of the members present, who are 
resident citizens of the county and actual 
claim holders, shall be in favor of said 
change or amendment, except that sec- 
tion tixing the quantity of land that ev- 
ery member is entitled to hold by claim, 
and that séction shall remain unaltered. 


Sec. 3. The semi-annual meetings of 
this association shall take place on the 
first Monday of February and August, of 
each year hereafter, and the election of all 
officers shall be had at the February meet- 
ing after the first, which first election shall 
be had immediately after the adoption of 
the foregoing laws. 


Seo. 4. In case of a vacancy in any of 
the offices of the association, the Presi- 
dent shall have power to fill such vacan- 
cy until the first semi-annual meeting 
that may occur after such vacancy may 
have taken place, and then there shall be 
a special election held to fill sucin vacancy 
until the annual election. 

Sec. 5. All persons who have resided 
within the limits of the county for two 
months shall be recognized and consider- 
ed citizens of the county. 


ARTICLE V. 


Section 6. Members of the associa- 
tion who are not citizens of the county 
shall be required, in making claims, to 
expend in improvements on each claim 
he or they may have made, or may make, 
the amount of tifty dollars within six 
months of the date of making such claim 
or claims, and fifty dollars every six 
months thereafter, until such person 
or persons become citizens of the county, 
or forfeit the same. 
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Sec. 7, All persons residing in the 
county, at the time of the adoption 
of the foregoing laws, shall be enti- 
tled to the privilege of voting at this 
meeting; but, after that, it shall require 
two months residence to become a citi- 
zen ot the county. 


Sec. 8. All claims made after the 
adoption of the foregoing laws shall be 
registered or offered for record within 
ten days of the making thereof, and all 
persous making claims after the adoption 
of the foregoing laws shall be required, 
in presenting his or their claim for rec- 
ord, to state on honor, before the Record- 
er, that said claim or claims have not 
not been previously made, or, if made, 
that they have been forfeited by the laws 
of the association to his or their personal 
knowledge. 


Src. 9. Allresident members, whose 
claims have been made previous to the 
adoption of the foregoing laws, shall 
have the privilege of thirty days to have 
the same recorded; and those who have 
made claims previous to the adoption of 
the foregoing laws, who are not citizens 
of the county, sha.] have ninety days to 
have the same recorded, and no person 
or persons shall have the privilege of re- 
gistering claims in the name of non-resi- 
dent persons. 


Src. 10. All trials or disputed cases 
shall be brought before the judicial coun 
cilin the following manner: Any mem- 
ber of the association or the agent of any 
member of the association, whois author- 
ized to act as agent, in writing, for such 
person or persons believing their rights 
have been intruded on, shall apply to 
any one of the seven judges who eem- 
pose the judicial court, and the judge so 
apphed to shall appoint a time for a 
meeting of the court, and in writing 
authorize the Marshal to summon a suf. 
ficient number of judges to attend, to 
compose a court, at such place as he may 
deem most expedient to hold said court; 
and further, the judge so applied to shall, 
in writing, authorize the Marshal to sum- 
mon all persons whose testimony may he 
necessary in the said case, and to au 
thorize the Marshal to notify the defend- 
ant, in such case, of the place and time 
of holding such court, and summon all 
witnesses that either of the parties may 
require. The court may, previous to 
proceeding to investigate any case, re- 
quire the plaintiff and defendant to de- 
posit each a sufficient sum of money in 
their hands to defray the expense of said 
suit, or the costs of said suit; and, should 
either party refuse to deposit such sum 
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of money, the court may render judg- 
ment against such person refusing so to 
do. ‘The court shall, in all cases, brought 
before them, be governed in their deci 
sions by the laws of this association, 
equity and justice. 


Src. 11. Any member refusing to be 
governed by the laws of the association, 
or the decision of the court, shall no 
longer be considered a member, and _ his 
name shall be stricken from the associa- 
tion. 

For the faithful maintenance of all the 
foregoing laws, we mutually pledge our 
honor, and subscribe our names hereunto. 

Adopted, March 9th, 1839, 


The foregoing regulations were strict- 


ly lived up to, and rigidly enforced up to 
the time of the sale of the last land in the 
county, which took place at Marion, in 
Linn county, on the 20th day of Febru- 
ary, 1813; and up to that time two hun- 
dred and eighty-four signers had sub- 
scribed their names to the above regula- 
tions. 

First Meeting of the County Commis- 

sioners, 

The first meeting of the county com- 
missioners, consisting of Henry Felkner, 
Abner Wolcott, and William Sturgis, 
was held on the 29th day of March, 1839. 

On motion of Henry Felkner, Luke 


Douglass was appointed clerk of said 
court. 


On motion of Henry Felkner, it was 
ordered by the court that the eagle side 
of a ten-cent piece should be adopted as 
the county seal, until one should be 
provided by the Territory. 

Ordered, that this court now adjourn 
sine dive. 

Such was the mass of business trans- 
acted at this important meeting, that 
first set the wheels of government in 
motion in Johnson county. 

Death of John Gilbert. 

Karly in the month of March a great 
misfortune befell the little community, 
in the death of the Indian trader, John 
Gilbert. He was an active, energetic 
friend of the early settlers, and encour- 
aged and aided the settlement of the 
country by all the means at his com- 
mand. He was buried in the corner of 
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the little garden attached to the trading 
house, but his body was afterward 
removed to the Iowa City cemetery. 


Red Men Vacating. 

About the first of April, the Indians, 
having returned from their winter hunt, 
made preparations for removing. By’ 
the terms of the treaty they were to give 
possession to the whites in the spring of 
1838. They continued to occupy their 
village near the trading house until 
this time, when they all removed about 
twelve miles up the river, to Monroe 
township, on the land afterward occupied 
by William and Henry Dupont; but for 
some years they continued to hunt and 
trap all over the country with as much 
freedom as if they had never disposed of 
their title. During the year 1839, as 
many copper-colored as white faces were 
encountered in Johnson county. 

We have all been accustomed to read 
in story and romance of the noble red 
man of his great bravery, truthfulness, 
and honor, and his great attachment and 
veneration for the bones of his ancestors; 
but if 

Powesheik’s Band of Musquakies 
were a fair specimen of the race of noble 
red men, intercourse with them would 
soon have disabused the mind of the read- | 
er of those romantic fictions. They were 
cowardly, filthy, drunken, thievish, lying, © 
deceitful, and treacherous. If these con- 
stitute noble traits, they possessed them 
all to the utmost perfection; and as an 
exemplification of their great attachment 
to the bones of their ancestors, I will 
state what I have witnessed in regard to 
it. They were in the habit of burying 
their dead a short distance east of their 
village, in shallow graves in the sand, 
covered* with wooden slabs in the shape 
of an inverted letter V, and the wolves 
would drag out the bodies and scatter 
the bones around on the prairie, where 
I have often seen them lying; and I 
never saw “the noble red man” pay any 
more heed to them than he did to the 
buffalo horns and bones that strewed the 
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ground. I never knew but one exception 
to the general indictment, and that was 
an old Indian named Sack-e-to, who was 
reputed to be honest, truthful, and tem- 
perate. 

This is an honest representation of the 
true character of the Indian, given with- 
out any bias or prejudice against him, 
and I believe would be generally con- 
ceded by the majority of the early set- 
tlers. This degradation, may, by some, 
be attributed to the contaminating influ- 
ence of their contract with the ruffians 
that always hang upon the white fron- 
tiers. Let the solution be what it may, 
I only state the then existing facts, and 
leave the reader to draw his own conclu- 
sions. 

{_ -Reader,fexcuse this parting shot at the 
retiring “Noble red-man!” 


qiregg, the Horse Thief. 

In the month of April, 1839, the first 
criminal arrest was made. It was a man 
named Andrew J. Gregg, who was ac- 
cused of horse-stealing and counterfeit- 
ing. He was entirely unknown in the 
community, but was believed to belong 
to a band of outlaws that hovered on the 
frontier, and was, at that time, continu- 
ally committing depradations. Their 
operations extended from Dubuque to 
Missouri. There being no jail in which 
to imprison Gregg, it was necessary to 
put a guard over him day and night. 
After being thus guarded for several 
weeks, and until the expense exceeded 
the whole revenue of ths county for a 
year, he, by some means, got possession 
of a pistol, and bidding defiance to his 
guards, coolly walked off and disappear- 
ed on the prairie. But this was not the 
end of our experience with this gentle- 
manly cut-throat. Some time after his 
escape, a ball took place at the trading 
house, and in the midst of the festivities, 
the outlaw, with an associate, rode up, 
dismounted, and boldly walked into the 
room where the dancing was going on, 
and proposed to take part in the festivi- 
ties. ‘They were politely invited into the 
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other room to take something to drink, 
which invitation they accepted. When 
the boys got into the other room, the 
fight began. Gregg drew a large bowie- 
knife, and plying it dextrously, did 
pretty good execution, cutting one indi- 
vidual seriously, and keeping others at 
bay for a time; but finding that they 
were being hotly pressed, the despera- 
does commenced to retreat toward their 
horses. In their retreat, Gregg’s com- 
panion was knocked down, and had a 
large fish-spear stuck into him, which he 
dragged some distance before getting 
free; but they eventually succeeded in 
reaching their horses, and mounting 
them, rode away, and that was the last 
ever seen of A. J. Gregg in Johnson 
county. But we had some little experi- 
ence with the same kind of characters 
afterward. 


Punishing Counterfeiters. 


Two strangers rode up to the old Gil- 
bert trading house, which was being kept 
as a tavern by Jonathan Harris at the 
time, and called for dinner. After feed- 
ing their horses and eating their meal, 
they presented a five-dollar bank note in 
payment. Mr. Harris took the note, 
gave them their change, and_ they 
mounted and rode off. Shortly after 
they had left, a gentleman from Wap- 
senonoe rode up and informed Mr. Har- 
ris that he wasin pursuit of two men 
who had staid over night with him and 
paid their bill with counterfeit money. 
He then produced a bill that was a twin 
brother to the one Mr. Harris had re- 
ceived. They then both started in pur- 
suit, and being joined by a goodly num- 
ber of citizens as they passed along, 
they followed up the track of the fugi- 
tives, which they could do without much 
difficulty, in consequence of one of the 
horses having a broken shoe. The coun- 
terfeiters pursued a very tortuous route. 
Crossing the Towa river, they meandered 
up Clear creek for some distance, and 
then struck south toward Old Man’s 
creek. Here night overtook their pur- 
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suers; but determined not to be battled, 
they procured lanterns and continued 
the pursuit until after midnight, when 
they came upon their men snug in bed at 
the house of Dr. Teeple, on the south 
side of English river. They were uncer- 
emoniously invited to rise, dress them- 
selves, and join the company. They 
were searched, but only one counterfeit 
note, similar to those they had passed, 
and a small amount of change in silver 
was found on their persons. They pro- 
tested their innocence most solemnly; 
said they had got the spurious money in 
their travels, and believed it to be good. 
It was decided to bring them back to 
Judge Harris’s, on Old Man’s creek, 
where the company arrived about day- 
light. After partaking of some break- 
fast, the company, with their prisoners, 
crossed the Iowa river to a small circular 
prairie containing about three acres, 
completely surrounded by thick timber, 
and uttering dire threats of lynching the 
prisoners, with the object of frightening 
them intoa confession, not yet feeling 
justified in resorting to harsh measures 
upon the slight evidence which they had 
of their captives’ guilt. But the men 
still earnestly asserted their innocence. 
After considerable deliberation, the set- 
tlers had about concluded to release 
their captives, with a notification to leave 
the country, when one of the party, of an 
investigating turn of mind, took his pen- 
knife and cut a slit in the pad of one of 
the saddles—when lo! it was found to be 
stuffed with counterfeit bank notes. 
This discovery soon changed the “tide in 
the affairs of those two men.” They were 
soon denuded of their outer clothing, 
a rope was produced, and they were se- 
curely lashed to a small forked ash-tree 
that grew precisely in the center of that 
little circular prairie, apparently for that 
very purpose. The settlers then and 
there proceeded to administer a strong 
dose of the oil of birch to the begging 
culprits, after which they were mounted 
upon their horses and invited to take a 
final leave of the country, which they 





proceeded to do, sorer and sadder, if not 
better, men. They were never heard of 
afterward by the friends from whom 
they then parted for the last time. 


Hunting a Dentist. 

The recital of a circumstance that took 
place about this time, may impress upon 
the mind of the reader some of the in- 
conveniences of frontier life, as it existed 
at that time in Johnson country. A 
young man was attacked by a very vio- 
lent toothache, which, in the language of 
Burns, was 

Tearing his nerves wi’ bitter pang 
Like racking engines. 

After a sleepless night, and failing to get 
any relief from the intense pain by the 
appliance of any remedies at hand, he 
started in the early morning, on foot 
to Dr. Teeple’s, eighteen miles dis- 
tant, on the south side of English 
river, he being the nearest doctor, 
After his lonely walk and having to raft 
himself over English river, on account of 
the high stage of water, he presented 
himself in front of the doctor’s cabin, and 
had the good fortune to find the doctor 
at home, when he at once made known 
his business, at the same time taking a 
seat on a stump in front of the cabin to 
rest. The doctor stepped into the house 
and immediately returned with a won- 
derful instrument in his hand, of a 
kind whith most of my readers of 
three score years have seen; but for the 
benefit of younger readers, I will state 
that it was constructed upon the same 
principle as the instrument calleda “cant 
hook,” used about saw mills. After cut- 
ting the tlesh away from around the tooth 
with his pen-knife, he carefully adjusted 
the instrument to the tooth,—then a 
wrench, a crash, like the consummation 
of all things, in which the patient fully 
believed the jaw bone was torn from his 
head; but it was only the tooth with a 
splinter of the jaw-bone about one inch 
long. Reader excuse this feeling episode, 
for the writer himself was the subject. 
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Breaking Prairie. 

In breaking prairie, an enormous plow 
was used that would eut a turrow of 
from twenty-four to forty inches wide. 
The beam of this mammoth plow was 
about six by eight inches, twelve to four- 
teen feet long, and the front end was 
attached to a pair of wheels, or trucks, 
from which a lever extended back to the 
plow, by which the plowman could regu- 
late the depth of the furrow, or, if neces- 
sary, throw his plow entirely out of the 
ground. He always carried with him a 
file, for the purpose of keeping the share 
of the plow sharp, so it would cut 
through the tough, fibrous roots of the 
prairie grass. Attached to this ponder- 
ous plow, to draw it, was usually a team 
of four or seven yokes of heavy oxen, 
and I have seen as as many as thirteen 
yokes to a single plow. When in opera- 
tion, a person twenty rods away could 
hear a dull, roaring sound, like that of 
adistant storm. This was caused by the 
plow cutting through the tough roots of 
the prairie grass, and occasionally a re- 
port like the dull crack of a pistol was 
heard, caused by the plow severing a 
alarge ‘‘red root.” This root grew in 
the dry prairie, as large as a man’s arm, 
was nearly as hard as cast-iron, and 
often brought the ploughshare which 
came in contact with it to grief. The 
team and plow were usually managed by 


two persons; but sometimes a single man — 


managed both, as the plow needed but 
little attention after it was set in the 
furrow. ‘The driver ustially carried a 
whip, the stock of which was ten to 
twelve feet long, with a lash about twice 
that length made of heavy buckskin, and 
some drivers became so skillful in han- 
dling this whip that they could cut a gash 
through the thick hide of an ox that 
would look as if done with a knife. 

A squad of Indians could often be seen 
looking on at the operation of the prai- 
rie breaker, and when the driver, as was 
often the case, would use such words as 
are not set down in the Sunday school 
books, the noble red man would repeat 
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them and then the whole company 
would join in a great laugh. The 
Indian is an apt scholar in language, 
especially of that kind. 

When night came on, the oxen were 
unyoked and turned loose on the prairie, 
to fill themselves, during the night, with 
the luxurious grass, which, though all 
the feed they had during the summer, 
usually kept them in good condition. 
Sometimes, in the morning, the breaker 
found that his cattle had wandered off to 
a great distance, and it required several 
hours wading through the tall, wet 
grass to collect them, and get under way 
again: which made his business a very 
laborious, slavish, and unhealthy one. 

An ordinary day’s work, for one team, 
was from two to three acres, and the 
compensation three dollars an acre. : 
The ground first broken was generally 
planted with corn, which was done by 
dropping the seed in every second fur- 
row, so that the edge of the next furrow 
lap would fall over it, and the corn could 
sprout up through the seam between the 
furrow laps, for it was impossible for the’ 
tender sprouts to force their way through 
the tough sod. Another method of 
planting was to take an axe, and strik 
ing it through the sod, then press 
the foot on the orifice and close it. 
This method generally produced the best 
crop, but the work was very slow and 
laborious. This first planting, or “sod 
crop,” as it was called, if the season 
was favorable, generally yielded about 
twenty bushels of corn to the acre, 
and was of great benefit to the new set- 
tler in assisting him to get through the 
first winter with his stock. 

Nearly all of our early settlers brought 
ox teams with them, and it was as rare 
asight then to see a team of horses as 
it is now to see an ox team. It was some 
years after the first settlement before I 
saw an attempt made to break prairie 
with horses. 

In the fall, each settler could harvest 
all the prairie hay he was disposed to 
cut; but he had to doit with many a 
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weary back-ache, and with a scythe, and 
rake it up with a hand rake: for, at that 
time, mowing machines and sulky hay 
rakes were unknown. The individual 
who was fortunate enough to have a 
small crop of sod corn, could take his 
stock through winter with that and his 
prairie hay in fine condition. But what 
shall we say in regard to the subsistence 
of the poor settler? The usual method of 
procuring food at that time (1839) was 
by a number of settlers uniting together 
and sending one of the large breaking 
teams over into Illinois, about one 
hundred miles, to purchase a load of 
corn meal, which, on its arrival, was 
distributed among the stockholders 
At that time corn bread was the staff of 
life, and flour ranked as one of the luxu- 
ries. In making thi trip, one of the 
great impediments was the Mississippi, 
which had to be crossed in a flat-boat or 
scow, propelled by oars and setting poles, 
and if the wind was high, it was neces- 
sary sometimes to wait a day or two be- 
fore it was safe to attempt the crossing. 
In one instance, the ice in the river com- 
menced running before the return of the 
team with the supplies, which was de- 
.ained on the bank of the river opposite 
Muscatine three weeks before able to 
get across. In the meantime, some of 
the bachelors of the settlement were 
living without bread. Ferriage across 
the Mississippi cost only two dollars. 

Now think of these things, ye happy 
farmers of Johnson county, who can load 
up your teams with grain of your own 
raising, and return home in a few hours 
with it, turned into first-class flour, and 
see if you do not feel like doing rever- 
ence to the old pioneers who opened up 
this fair land. 

Clark’s Famous Ride. 

On the morning of the first day of 
May, the day set apart for locating the 
Capitol, Chauncey Swan was the only 
commissioner that made his appearance 
on the ground. As the hours wore on 
toward noon, and no other commissioner 
put in an appearance, there began to be 
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great wneasiness ameng the friends of 
the new seat of Government; and as the 
act passed by the Legislature allowed 
commissioners no discretion as to time of 
meeting, it was believed that if they did 
not meet and qualify on that day their 
acts would be void. It was also recol- 
lected that the southern part of the 
territory, and Burlington in particular, 
was bitterly opposed to the location of a 
new seat of government, and that the 
Burlington newspapers had published 
the time for meeting as the first Monday 
in May, instead of the first day of May. 
Immediately there grew up a strong 
suspicion of fraud and treachery some- 
where. About noon the excitement be- 
came intense, when Swan mounted a dry 
goods box and madea short speech to 
the small crowd, setting forth the situa- 
tion and calling for a volunteer who 
would undertake to bring another com- 
missioner before midnight. This looked 
like a hopeless undertaking, as Ronalds, 
the nearest commissioner, resided on the 
Iowa river, ten miles below the mouth of 
Cedar river, and thirty-five miles from 
Napoleon, and consequently it would 
require a ride of seventy miles in twelve 
hours, including all stoppages and ferry- 
ing Cedar river both going and coming; 
but Philip Clark stepped out and volun- 
teered to attempt the accomplishment of 
the desperate feat. He was young, active, 
and a good rider, and promised that if 
horse flesh could accomplish that feat it 
should be done. (And now I will let my 
old friend Henry Felkner, who was one 
of the anxious watchers, tell the sequel.) 

“Philip mounted his best pony, and 
there are few instances on record in 
which better time was made, taking the 
distance into consideration. Of course 
there was much anxiety lest the effort 
should prove a failare. Fears were en- 
tertained that Ronalds might not be at 
home, or that he might be sick, or not 
disposed to come, or that he could not 
reach the place in time, but these were 
allidle tears, for as soon as Olark told 
him the situation he got ready at once, 
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and they started with the determination 
to reach their destination in time. 
Whilst they were going at their best 
speed, the watchers at Napoleon had 
their doubts and then their fears, and 
as it began to draw on toward midnight 
and no tidings, their fears began to give 
way to despair. Swan often consulted 
his watch and then would send some one 
out to listen, but no sound could be 
heard; this was repeated frequently un- 
til at last the sound of horses’ hoofs 
were heardin the distance approaching 
rapidly. They did not slack up till they 
arrived at the place of meeting, and 
when the riders dismounted and went in, 
Swan again consulted his watch and 
found it was just five minutes to twelve 
o’clock. Clark had saved the seat of 


Government to Johnson county. All 
honor to Philip Clark, and _ three 
cheers! 


“There were some no doubt present 
that night who prayed that the sun 
might go back on the dial fifteen degrees, 
or perhaps three times that much, as 
happened on a certain occasion under 
the Jewish dispensation, but there is no 
evidence that it did so, but it was 
shrewdly hinted that perhaps Swan’s 
watch did go back that much, for it was 
noticed that from the time of meeting 
until sunrise were the shortest six hours 
on record to that date.” 

On the arrival of Ronalds, Robert 
Walker, a justice of the peace, was on 
hand ready to administer the oath to the 
commissioners and receive their signa- 
tnres thereto, which was quickly accom- 
plished, and ‘of course the date affixed— 
May Ist, 1839. After a rest and a sleep, 
the commissioners proceeded to the dis- 
charge of the duties of their appoint- 


ment, after making the requisite exami- | 


nations and some preliminary surveys, 
for at that time the land had not been 
surveyed by the Government. 
formally made the location on See. 10, 
T. 79 N., R.6 W., by setting a post in the 
ground where the central building of 
the Iowa State University now stands, 


They | 








and marking thereon the words Iewa 
City. At that time the ridge running 
north of the Uuiversity Square to a 
short distance south of the Court House 
was covered witha beautiful growth of 
large white-oak trees. The northeast 
part of thesection was mostly covered 
with a dense growth of small hazel- 
brush without any timber, The park 
and the southern part of the Savings | 
Bank block was soft; spongy ground — 
which would mire a horse in wet weather. 


Near the southern part of the section 


stood a solitary, unfinished log cabin, 
that had been erected by 8. B. Mulhol- 
land and William Wilson, who had made 
a claim tothe north half of the section 
and were making preparations to im- 
prove it fora farm. The only compen- 
sation that they received for their claim 
was the privilege to bid in the lots upon 
which the building stood for a nominal 
sum at the first sale of lots. 
Opening Court. 

The judicial proceedings of the good 
old days gone by were among the most 
novel of occurrences. The first Court 
held in the county was convened on May 
13th, 1839, at Gilbert’s trading house. 
From Hon. T.S. Parvin we have obtained 
full particulars of the event. Mr. Parvin, 
from among his many diaries, turned 
readily to the one in which this informa- 
tion was contained, and, although over 
forty years have passed away, every fact 
was found jotted down with utmost pre- 


‘cision, and in chronological order. From 


no other source could the following ac- 
count have been obtained. 


The officers of the Court were as fol- 
lows: 


Judge —Hon. Joseph Williams, 
Bloomington (now Muscatine). 

Clerk — Luke Douglass. 

Prosecuting Attorney —'T. 8, Parvin, of 
Bloomington. 

United States Attorney —Charles Wes- 
ton, of Davenport, 

United Stutes Marshul—Charles Hen- 
drie, Deputy for Gen. Francis Gehon, of 
Dubuque. 
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Sherif —S. ©. Trowbridge, of Johnson 
) cotnty’ 

The Grand Jury consisted of Samuel 
McCrory (foreman), Charles Jones, John 
A. Street, Yale Hamilton, Jonathan Har- 
ris, Samuel Walker, David Sweet, John 
G. Coleman, George W. Hawkins, Nathan- 
iel Fellows, James Smith and James 
Douglass — all of whom, we believe, are 
deceased. The remaining members of 
the Grand Jury were John Gaylord, who 
removed to Illinois; William Wood, 
who settled in Oregon; John Gardner, 
who returned to Indiana; and David 
Switzer, who still survives, and is a 
citizen of Johnson county. 

The Petit Jury was composed of Henry 
Ridout, Samuel Bumgardner, James 8. 
Wilkinson, Peter Crum, Elijah Hurley, 


William Kelso, and Joel Dowell,—all of 


whom are deceased; Jesse McCart, who 
removed to Ohio; John Trout to Mis- 
souri; I. P. Hamilton to Wisconsin; 
Alonzo C. Denison to Missouri or Kan- 
sas; and William M. Harris to Linn 
county, Iowa. The remaining members 
were Philip Clark, John I. Burge, Green 


Hill, Asby D. Packard, James McGru- | 


der,—all of whom are still residing in 
this county. Mr. McGruder, after an 
interval of forty-two years, served on 
the jury at the January, 1881, term of 
the District Court. 

The following additional attorneys 
were present: S.C. Hastings, who after- 
ward became Chief Justice of Iowa; 
Stephen Whicher, afterward United 
States District Attorney for Iowa; and 
Trad C. Day,—all of Bloomington. A 
young friend of the Judge, Wm. E. Aus- 
tin, of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania (whose 
father was afterward United States At- 
torney for Pennsylvania), was the first 
candidate for a sheepskin in Johnson 
county, and, on motion of T. S. Parvin, 
was admitted tothe Bar. The court held 
three days. 








ravine on the prairie, near the trading | 


house, the attorney using a log for a 
platform from which to harangue the 


The Grand Jury met in a , Willams. 


transacted was the finding of a true bill 
of indictment against Andrew J. Gregg, 
whose exploits in passing counterfeit’ 
money have already been recorded in 
these columns. 

Young Austin wrote and published a 
very humorous account of this, our first 
court, representing that on one occasion ~ 
a party was held at Chase’s, at which the 
Judge played the fiddle and the prison- 
ers danced. Of course this was far- 
fetched. 

The Indians, who had lately been re- 
moved to near where Marengo is now 
located, came around in great curiosity to 
see the court and watch the proceedings: 


Judge Williams 
was a very remarkable man, and will be 
held in remembrance by the early set- 
tlers of this county as long as any of 
them remain. He could preside over a 
court with a great deal of dignity and 
formality, requiring each session to be 
opened with a grandiloquent proclama- 
tion, as if it were the Court of the 
Queen’s Bench. He was a great humor- 
ist; could tell a funny story, sing a comic 
song, and act it out to the life; was an 
accomplished ventriloquist, an excellent 


| performer on the violin, and, withal, a 
| prominent 


member of the Methodist 
Church. He could lead in class meeting, 
pitch the tune in singing hymns, and 
exhort when occasion required. While 
he was traveling around the circuit hold- 
ing courts, the young folks sometimes 
met for a dance; and, as musicians were 


| scarce, they would often, it is said, press 


the Judge into the service. But he 
being a strict church member, would tell 
them he could not countenance dancing; 
so he would seat himself with his back to 
the dancers and play the fiddle for them 
all night. Such was the kindly, jolly, 
hospitable, big-hearted Judge Joseph 
Blessed be his memory! 


Many anecdotes are related of Judge 


| Williams, some of which are worthy of a 


jury. The only business of importance | 


place in these pages. The following will 
be appreciated by the old settlers: 


a 


‘2 ST) i ; i 


wi ache Mr ey 

oteni Bip: Mngt qatieaeeartcain > | ane 
tof te would ve bicrt auw Ue 61. O48 af Pa 
vey efit Fun albr a! if haynle eybirt to ‘wtedmem ‘ye at 
enw -ntds oxiueo 1) beset ety onal Troha) TGoe lee , bs d 
dadotet | bed malliW -seloedtit “a rte 
asl viglar iad ody edathol sft asebint) ade paogesO st be ree 2 
wi oaurrial£ 4 eho of fevers | brrati tq :koeibal of henner cc ae 
2 cays nay hetioot 7 A eas By eovivvirs Hija ow Sentiee 
woo oft ave vino namiot & tesitip 














a 


a. 


ae 


ra tno 


_~ a 


2 


94 THE EARLY SETTLEMENT 





Many years ago, on the occasion of a 
convention at Iowa City in the interests 
of a proposed railroad from Muscatine 
to that place, Judge Williams and Le- 
Grand Byington were in violent opposi- 
tion to each other upon some points of 
which we are not informed, nor does it 
matter so far as the interest of this sketch 
is concerned. After the convention, a 


young amateur in the art of drawing, Mr. | 


William Yeuell, produced a caricature 
representing Joe Williams seated astride 
an enormous bull, playing a clarionet. 
The bull was on the railroad, with tail 
erect and head down, pawing the earth, 
and prepared to combat the further pro- 
gress of a locomotive which was close 
upon him, upon which was Le Grand 
Byington as engineer, and from the 
whistle of which ascended the words, 
“Music hath charms, but cannot soothe 
a locomotive.” 


The following instance of his peculiar 
powers as a ventriloquist is related of 
him. It occurred during a term of court. 


The little boarding-house was so full 
that it was barely possible for all to find 
sleeping room. The Judge, with lawyers 
Knapp, Wright, and Olney, were sup- 


plied with beds in the lower story, while 


the jurors and numerous other attend- 
ants found room to stretch themselves 
on the loose upper floor, using blankets, 
coats, and whatever else they had pro- 
vided for beds. When, after much ado, 
they had all got settled down for a nap, 
they were suddenly startled by the ter- 








rific squalling of what appeared to be a 
couple of tom-cats in mortal combat in 
the room. Instantly all hands were up 
and in search of the supposed disturbers; 
but no cats could be found, and the sur- 
prised boarders returned to their beds 
without any very satisfactory conjectures 
as to the whereabouts of the nocturnal 
brawlers. But they had hardly compos- 
ed themselves again for rest, when the 
loud and boisterous growling and snap- 
ping of a couple of belligerent bull-dogs, 
apparently in their very midst, brought 
them all up standing. And then follow- 
ed an uproar such as language could con- 
vey but an indistinct idea of, the dogs 
maintaining the combat with mingled 
growling, barking, and whining, and the 
men endeavoring, with all the noise they 
could make, to oust them from the room. 
How they came to be there was a wonder 
indeed, but the evidence of their presence 
was too unmistakable to admit of a 
a doubt, even in total darkness. Present- 
ly the fight ceased, and the general up- 
roar abated. Then came a solution of 
the mystery. The Judge and lawyers 
could no longer restrain their merriment 
at the expense of the frightened and 
mystified lodgers up-stairs, but let it 
come in a gush of laughter that quickly 
reminded some of the company that the 
Judge was a ventriloquist, and had un- 
doubtedly just played them one of his 
mysterious tricks. But so far from 
being offended at it, they took a sensible 
view of its ludicrousness, and all joined 
heartily in the laugh. 
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CHAPTER III. 


IOWA CITY—ITS ORIGIN AND ITS GROWTH. 


In the previous chapter, we have 
described the meeting of the Capital 
Oommissioners and their selection of a 
spot where the future Capitol should be 
erected. Beyond driving a post to mark 
the place, nothing more was done toward 
building the town. The headquarters of 
the settlement were still at the old trad- 
ing house, and the bluffs on the north 
were still a dense wilderness of under- 
brush. On the arrival of the 

First Fourth of July, 
however, the commencement of the 
existence of the future city was properly 
celebrated, and from that date its his- 
tory begins. Our patriotic citizens, in 
conjunction with Mr. Swan and _ his 
men, had made plans for holding a good 
old-fashioned celebration on the grounds 
of eur future. Capitol, and when the 
auspicious day came, the stars and stripes 
were unfurled to the breeze by attaching 
the flag-staff to the top of a tall young 
oak tree, that had previously been de- 
nuded of all its branches. ‘This tree stood 
on the spot now occupied by the central 
building of our State University, and this 
was perhaps the first occasion on which 
the American flag ever waved over the 
ground now occupied by our beautiful 
young city. The day proved to be very 
pleasant, and in good time the cavalcade 
from the Indian trading house, four 
miles down the river, bringing the din- 
ner, made its appearance. Col. Thomas 
Cox, who was a noble and portly speci- 
men of the old school gentlemen, was 
chosen to preside, Luke Douglass was 
selected to read the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, and John Frierson to deliver 





the oration, and the usual committees 
on toasts, etc., were appointed. The ros- 
trum used for the occasion was the wagon 
on which the dinner had been brought to 
the ground, and in the back part of said 
wagon was a barrel of Cincinnati whisky 
and atin cup. Now, lest this last state- 
ment should grate somewhat harshly up- 
on the sensibility of my temperance read- 


_ ers, permit me to say, by way of extenua- 


tion of this circumstance, that among 
the frontiersmen assembled on that occa- 
sion there was perhaps not one who had 
ever heard a temperance lecture in his 
life, nor had the fame of the great tem- 
perance reformer, Father Matthew, reach- 
ed America at that time; neither had 
our Government decided that spirituous 
liquor was a luxury, by levying a tax 
on it: and, furthermore, the article was 
cheap, costing only about eighteen cents 
per gallon; and, lastly, as my strongest 
argument in justification of what, by 
many, would hardly be regarded as the 
proper thing to do at the present day, 
we had been taught, by our worthy 
ancestors, both by precept and example, 
that it was as necessary to the proper 
celebration of that day to be provided 
with that kind of ammunition as it was 
to be provided with gunpowder. And 
now if the above reasons are not a suffi- 
cient extenuation, dear reader, you will 
have to fall back upon some more able 


.logician, as they are my very strongest 


arguments. 


At the proper time, Gen. John Frier- 
son, the orator, mounted the rostrum to 
deliver the oration; and here I will di- 
verge to give a description of the orator, 
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His complexion was sandy, he was tall, 
square, raw-boned, hard-featured, stoop- 
shouldered, knock-kneed and_ pigeon- 
toed. Now you have the picture before 
you of the man who stood up in that 
wagon, with one foot elevated upon the 
barrel of whisky, and made a speech far 
surpassing in eloquence and ability the 
average productions on similar occasions; 
for the man, in many respects, possessed 
abilities much superior to the average 
Fourth of July orator. 

After the Fourth of July, the work of 

Surveying the Town 

was pushed forward energetically. A 
plat was drawn by Mr. Judson, for the 
surveyors to work by. The ground for 
the Capital square was selected first, and 
the southeast corner was established as 
the initial starting point; from that 
point the west line of Clinton street 
was run north and south and established 
as the meridian line. The survey was ex- 
tended eastwardly and_ westwardly, 
without ever having any definite base 
line established. The lines were run 
with an ordinary surveyor’s compass, 
and measured with a pole twenty feet 
long, made of two strips cut from a 
board, and nailed together in the mid- 
dle. It was graduated to feet and 
inches by a carpenter’s square, and after- 
ward each end was bound with hoop 
iron; and, in measuring, tally pins about 
one-eighth of an inch in diameter were 
used, which added about three-sixteenths 
of an inch to every twenty feet. This 
fact, taken in connection with careless 
measurement, will account for the sur- 
plus found to exist by the surveys of 
subsequent city engineers. 

In selecting names for the streets, the 
honored names of our republic were 
adopted, such as Washington, Madison, 
Lafayette, Clinton, Benton, Johnson, 


Linn and Lucas. John Gilbert, who. 


was the first Indian trader in the 
county; Ronalds, who was one of the 
Capital Commissioners, and Dr. Fair- 
child, of Cincinnati, who presented some 


very fine mans to the Territorial Library, | 





had streets named after them, thus hand- 
ing down their names to posterity. Rals-. 
ton, one of the Capital Commissioners, 
had his name immortalized by giving 
it to the little creek that runs through 
the city. But it is to be regretted that 
not a street, alley, park, nor stream, nor 
any other thing about the city, bears the 
name of Chauncey Swan, the man who, 
above all others, living or dead, did more | 
to create Iowa City than any other. 
But it is to be hoped that amends may 
be made in the future for the omission 
in the past, by way of honoring the name 
of the man through whose hands many 
thousands of dollars passed, and who, 
though poor, accounted honestly for 
every cent. 

About the time the surveys of the 
town began, Mr. TenEyck and family, 
from Ohio, came with supplies of pro- 
visions, and took possession of a log 
cabin about twelve feet square, that 
stood south of the city limits, nearly 
opposite to where the Summit House 
stands. Arrangements were made for 
him to board the surveying party — he 
erected a temporary shelter of boards 
under which to set the table, and his 
boarders slept on buffalo-robes and blank- 
ets, under the trees, or wherever their 
fancy dictated. Mrs. TenEyck and her 
mother, Mrs. Cole, set out a bountiful 
table, in excellent style considering the 
surrounding circumstances, and the port- 
ly, fine-looking Colonel Cox, who was 
chief surveyor, occupied the seat at the 
head of the table, and attended to the 
wants of those who surrounded it with 
courtly grace and politeness. On one 
occasion a Mr. Willison occupied a seat 
at the table. He was a young man 
who had been keeping bachelor’s hall, 
and was not very well posted in table 
etiquette, so he deliberately inserted his 
fork in a piece of bread and reached 
over and dipped it into the gravy of the 
meat dish that occupied the center of 
the table. Colonel Cox, as if struck by 
an electric shock, threw himself back in 
his seat, dropped his knife and fork, and 
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looking Willison in the eye with a stare 


_ of astonishment, after a moment’s silence 


broke out with the remark, “Mr. Willi- 
son, permit me to tell you that is d—d 


_ improper conduct.” 


Mr. Willison was never known after- 
ward to be guilty of a similar offence 
against good manners. 

Mr. TenEyck immediately set about 
preparing timber to build a house, and 
before the survey was completed, he had 
erected a good-sized hewed log house 
two stories high, on the southwest corner 
of Dubuque street and Towa avenue. 
This was the first log house erected in 
Towa City. Asthere had not been any 
sale of lots at this time, Mr. Swan gave 
Mr. 'TenEyck his promise that he would 
use his influence to prevent any person 
from bidding against him at the sale of 
lots, which promise he redeemed by mak- 
ing a statement of the circumstances to 
the crowd on the day of sale, when the 
lots came to be offered, and Mr. Ten- 
Eyck was permitted to bid in the lots 
without any opposition, at the minimum 
price of three hundred dollars. 

Government surveying. 

In the month of July, 1839, while 
Colonel Cox and John Frierson were en- 
gaged in surveying lowa City, Mr. Frier- 
son received a commission from the 
Surveyor-General of Iowa and Wiscon- 
sin, appointing him to the office of U.S. 
Deputy Surveyor. Mr. Frierson was 


assigned a contract of township 79 north, © 


ranges 5 and 6 west (which includes 
what is now known as Scott, Iowa City, 
and Lucas: townships), with instructions 
to enter upon the work immediately, and 
complete it at the eariiest day possible. 
This was requisite, in order to make the 
location of the seat of government legal, 
as the act of Congress making the dona- 
tion specified that it should be on any 
of the surveyed land of the Government 
not otherwise appropriated. 

Frierson was instructed to establish 
the township boundaries, and also to 
subdivide them into sections, which was 
a variation from the usual custom of 
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having the township and section lines 
run by different surveyors. Frierson at 
once employed men (leaving Colonel 
Cox to finish the survey of Iowa City), 
and commenced the work on his con- 
tract. He ran all his lines without the 
aid of a flag-man; when on the prairie he 
would take a weed ora gopher-hill for a 
sight; when in the timber, a tree or a 
bush, or any other object that was con- 
venient. As a consequence, he often lost 
sight of his object before he got to it, 
and his lines became badly demoralized, 
which has left to succeding generations 
a legacy of interminable quarrels and 
lawsuits. But he was much more expert 
at making up field notes; and as he was 
not too conscientious to make all his 
work close remarkably well, it was re- 
ceived at the office of the Surveyor- 
General without question. When the 
survey of the city was completed, a 
Sale of Lots 
was extensively advertised to take place 
on the 18th of August. Previous to the 
day of sale, there was a minimum price 
fixed upon the lots, and the lots marked 
that were to be offered. The lots selected 
to be offered at the first sale were the 
alternate lots in the blocks in the vi- 
cinity of the Capitol square. The terms 
of sale were one-third cash, the balance 
in one and two years--the purchaser tak- 
ing a certificate of purchase, by which 
the Territory was bound to make a deed 
to him on completion of final payment. 
Before the day of sale, there was a 
small building of poles hastily erected 


‘with a rough board attachment extend- 


ing back some fifty or sixty feet for 
sleeping accommodations. The front 
part was stocked with liquors, and it was. 
the first saloon opened in Iowa City. By 
common consent it bore the euphonious 
name of ‘“ Lean Back Hall.” This edifice 
stood near where the Hon. Moses Bloom 
now resides, and was headquarters dur- 
ing the sale. 

On the morning of the 18th of August, 
a large crowd assembled in front of 
“Qean Back Hall,” among whom were 
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several eastern capitalists. After all 
who were so disposed had partaken of 
the hospitalities of the place, Mr. Dough- 
erty, of Dubuque, who was employed as 
auctioneer, mounted a wagon, and an- 
nounced the terms of sale. The wagon 
then moved off, and the crowd followed 
on to a lot near where the north Presby- 
terian church now stands, which was 
the first lot offered for sale and was 
knocked off to John Trout, an employe 
of the American Fur Company, for $100. 
They then moved on to the next lot 
offered, and so continued during the day, 
moving from lot to lot as sold, with an 
occasional intermission for refreshments 
at “Lean Back Hall.” 


The sale continued in this manner for 
three days, during which time lots were 
sold to the amount of fifteen thousand 
dollars. Mr. Joseph Coe, who had, pre- 
vious to the sale, erected a log house on 
the northwest corner of Clinton and Jef- 
ferson streets, and Walter Butler, who 
had erected a frame for a hotel where 
Bloom’s clothing house now stands, 
were permitted to bid off their lots at 
the minimum price fixed upon them, 
without opposition. 


Wesley Jones had erected a frame for 
a store on what is now known as the 
“Old Powell Block,” and John Willison 
had dug a cellar on the northeast corner 
of Clinton and Jefferson streets, each 
expecting to get their lots at the mini- 
mum valuation; but they were disappoint- 
ed, as the bidders had come to the con- 
clusion that the claim business, in West- 
ern parlance, was played out. The last 
mentioned lot was bid up to about seven 
hundred dollars, which, I think, was the 
highest price bid during that sale. It 
was bought by a Mr. Hutchinson, of 
Illinois, who was a jocular old gentle- 
man; and as soon as it was knocked off 
to him, he requested the crowd to adjourn 
to “Lean Back Hall,” and take some- 
thing at his expense, as he had bought 
the lot so much cheaper than he expected. 
It is perhaps needless to add that the 





crowd complied with his request with- 
out reluctance. 

After the closing of the first sale of 
lots, many buildings were commenced, 
and pushed forward as rapidly as sur- 
rounding circumstances would admit. 
The only lumber that could be procured 
was what was made by Felkner & Myers’ 
small saw-mill on Rapid creek. This 
was eked out occasionally by a little 
pine lumber from Bloomington (now 
Muscatine), on the Mississippi river, 
that had been brought down the 
Ohio river, and thence up the Mis- 
sissippi, for at that day the pineries 
of the great Northwest had not been 
marred by the hand of man, consequent- 
ly nearly all the buildings were log 
cabins or frames, sided up and roofed 
with clap-boards from our native forest. 

Early in the month of October, 1839, 
occurred the death of little Cordelia 
Swan, the only daughter of Chauncey 
and Dollie Swan, a lovely little girl, 
about six or seven years of age. This 
was the first death that took place in 
Towa City and the first. burial in the old 
cemetery. * 

The first carpenters to locate in the 
city were Hutchinson and Williams. The 
former is still a well known citizen. 

The first blacksmith shop was run by 
Henry A. Usher, on the east side of Du- 


| buque street, between Washington and 


College streets. 

The first drug store was owned by 
Jacob Gobin, and stood on Iowa avenue, 
opposite the present residence of Col. 
S. C. Trowbridge. 

The first school in the city was 
taught by Jessie Berry, in a small frame 
building still standing on College street 
and owned by Mrs. Berry. This is be- 
lieved to be the oldest building in the 
city. It was used during 1840, for school 
house, church, and court house. 

On the first Monday in August, 1839, 
the 

Second Annual Election 
in the old frame house in 
The hands employed in lay- | 


was held 
Napoleon. 
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ing off lots in Iowa City quit work for 
_ the day, procured horses, hitched them 
to a wagon, provided themselves with a 
tin horn or two and a few ox-bells, and 
drove down to the place of voting. They 
descended the steep hill at Napoleon on 
a full run, with horns blowing and bells 
ringing. There was no party contest at 
this. election, as the candidates for the 
Territorial Legislature resided in other 
counties. As there was no fight over the 
county offices, the vote was nearly 
unanimous, and when the ballots were 
counted (fifty-two in number), it was an- 
nounced that Philip Clark was elected 
County Commissioner, to fill the vacancy 
caused by the expiration of the term of 
William Sturgis; Cyrus Sanders, County 
Surveyor, and Andrew D. Stephen, Jus- 
tice of the Peace. 

In consequence of the seat of govern- 
ment, being located in Johnson county, 
this year (1839) 

A Great Many Visitors 
came from other States, to see the new 
country and the new capital; and as 
they were generally well pleased with 
the appearance, many of them selected 
claims, and decided to locate here per- 


manently. At that time, the Indian 
trading house was headquarters for 


nearly all new-comers, and was usually 
crowded with strangers, who were hos- 
pitably entertained, in true frontier 
style, by Wheaton Chase, who was the 
keeper of the house. 

A very large majority of the settlers 
were from piurts of country abounding in 
timber land; and it was the general be- 
lief, at that time, that the present gen- 
eration would not live to see our large 
prairies settled,—consequently the heavy 
body of timber north of Iowa City, then 
known as “ Big Grove,” was all taken up 
by claimants early in the year, as was 
also all the prairie lying within one mile 
of timber. At that time, if any man had 
made the attempt to settle farther than 
one mile from timber, he would have 
been regarded as reckless and_ fool- 
hardy by the rest of community, Wil- 








lam B. Snyder, a man of considerable 
means, came from Cincinnati, and made 
a large claim, and settled in what is 
now known as “Higbee’s Grove,” in’ 
Scott township. The older pioneers 
looked wise, shook their heads, said that 
Mr. Snyder would never have any neigh- 
bors ‘near him, and in a few winters 
would burn up all the wood in his little 
grove, and then he and his family would 
freeze to death. But, O ye false prophets! 
Mr. Snyder continued to reside there 
and prosper for many years, and in a 
short time was surrounded by thriving 
neighbors. The same spot is now occu- 
pied by Obadiah Higbee, one of our 
most successful farmers; and what may 
be regarded as still more remarkable, 
that little grove contains more timbet to- 
day than it did when Mr. Snyder first 
located there. 
Mail Facilities. 

One of the great privations that our 
new community suffered was the want 
of mail facilities. Early in the spring of 
1839, a post-office had been established, 
named Napoleon, and William M. Har- 
ris appointed postmaster. But as no 
mail route had been opened, the only 
method of procuring letters was by 
private conveyance from Bloomington. 
In order to give the present generation 
an idea of what the United States mail 
service was forty-two years ago, the 
writer will state, that, on his arrival at 
Burlington, he wrote back to his friends 
in southern Ohio, and on leaving Bur- 
lington, directed the postmaster to for- 
ward his mail to Bloomington. The 
first letters received were a little more 
than three weeks on their winding way. 
The postage to Burlington was twenty- 
five cents; forwarding to Bloomington, 
ten cents additional,—making the total 
postage on a letter, thirty-five cents. At 
that time the Post-Office Department 
did not require the pre-payment of post- 
age. Those letters are still sacredly 
preserved as the first news from the old 
home left behind, and as mementos of 
early days. The writer now receives, 
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almost every week, from that same post- 
Office in Ohio, letters that reach Iowa 
City in forty-eight hours from the time 
they are mailed, and on which the post- 
age is three cents. 

In the latter part of the year, the name 
of the post-office was changed to Iowa 
City, and Samuel H. McCrory was ap- 
pointed Postmaster, and a mail route 
was established to curry the mail twice 
a week between Bloomington and Iowa 
City. By this means, we were brought 
in closer connection with “all the world 
and the rest of mankind.” 

Claim Jumping, 


In the month of November, 1839, oc- | 


curred the first instance in which the 
Claim Association had to resort to ex- 
treme measures to enforce obedience to 
its regulations. A man named Crawford 
had taken possession of a claim, lying 
about one mile north of Iowa City, that 
belonged to William Sturgis, and re- 
fused to give it up, and proceeded to 
erect a cabin thereon. The Marshal of 
the Claim Association notified all the 
members to meet in Towa City, on the 
7th day of November, at 10 o’clock a. M., 
sharp, at the tavern of Asaph Allen. 
When the time came, about sixty stal- 
wart men were on hand, who marched 
in a body up to where Crawford had 
built his cabin. They found a good, 
substantial log house, with clapboard 
roof, and Mr. Crawford on the inside 
finishing it off ready for occupancy. 
The company surrounded the house, and 
then called a parley. The trespasser 
was asked if he was willing to abandon 
the claim, which he promptly refused to 
do, and cautioned those present not to 
molest him at their peril. Mr. Sturgis 
then came forward and offered to pay 
him for what labor he had done, if he 
would relinquish the premises without 
any further trouble. This offer was also 
refused. Without a moment's delay, 


then, the men ascended the corners of | 


the house, and in fifteen minutes after 
there was nota vestige of it left standing. 
Crawford was left in amazement, with 





order to become acclimated. 











his axe in his hand, in the center of the 
vacant space once occupied by his cabin. 
Some of the party suggested, that, as 
the Iowa river was not far away, it 
would be well to put him through a 
course of baptism for the remission of 
his sins; but milder councils prevailed, 
and the company dispersed. 

But we were not yet done with Mr. 
Crawford, as the sequel proved, for soou 
after the members of the association were 
again notified to meet, and were in- 
formed that Crawford had rebuilt his 
house, and was occupying it with his 
family. The members of the association 
made arrangements with Walter- Butler 
to take care of Crawford’s family, and 
procured a team to bring them down to 
town. A committee was then started 
ahead with the team, to take charge of 
Crawford’s wife and children, but they 
met him on his way down in a more 
meek and humble mood than when they 
last parted from him. He said he was 
willing to settle the matter, so he and 
Mr. Sturgis held a private conference, 
and in a short time Mr. Sturgis an- 
nounced that the trouble was adjusted 
to his full satisfaction. The company 
then dispersed, and went quietly to their 
homes, and were never called out again 
for such a purpose. Mr. Crawford tried 
afterward to bring some of the parties 
before a legal tribunal for punishment, 
but as it was almost impossible to find a 
judge, lawyer, or juror in Iowa who was 
not a claim-holder, his effort was not 
crowned with much success. 

Dr. Henry Murray. 

The fall of ’389 proved to be sickly, but 
not as much so as the season before. 
Bilious fever and ague were very preva- 
lent, and it was the universal opinion 
that all new-comers had to go through a 
course of “seasoning” of that kind in 
But some 
who had had experience the season be- 
fore had to submit to a second attack, 
and it was no uncommon thing to hear 
the poor, miserable victim, whose teeth 
were chattering and bones aching, mak- 
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ing vows that he would leave the 
accursed country as soon as he got well 
enough to go. After the paroxysm was 
over, however, he very seldom thought 
of carrying out his resolve. At this time 
_ our county contained no doctor, and 
lucky was the individual regarded who 


had brought with him a box of Sapping- 


ton’s pills. For $2.50 the writer was 
fortunate enough to secure a box of 
these precious pills. 


In the latter part of October, William 
B. Snyder returned from. Cincinnati, 
where he had been on business, bringing 
with him Dr. Henry Murray, a young 
physician who had lately graduated at 
the Louisville Medical College. The 
frosts of autumn, however, had preceded 
the doctor, and on his arrival he had but 
few patients. But he remained with us, 
and continued to battle with the “ills 
that flesh is heir to” for more than forty 
years, until the great enemy that he had 
so long and valiantly contended with, 
conquered him, and he quietly laid him 
down to his eternal rest. His death oc- 
curred at his home, in Iowa City, on 
May 10th, 1880. There is scarcely a 
man, woman, or child in Johnson coun- 
ty to-day who does not remember the 
kindly face of Dr. Murray, Johnson 
county’s first doctor. 


Pioneer Merchants. 

It is a matter to be regretted that the 
official records of these early days are so 
meagre, but we glean from them the fol- 
lowing facts: That Edward Foster was 
the first dry goods merchant in Iowa 
City, the County Commissioners having 
granted him license to sell goods in 
Iowa City for one year, at the rate of 
twenty dollars per annum. The date of 
his commission was October 7th, 1839. 
The store was in a log house on the 
north side of Capitol square. 


On the next day a license was taken 
out by Asaph Allen and Walter Butler, 
each to keep a tavern in Iowa City for 
one year, at the rate of thirty dollars 
per annum. Asaph Allen had been 
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operating a tavern for several months 
previous to that time, in a log house that 
stood near the northern limits of the 
section on which Iowa City was located, 
and which had been erected before the 
location was made. His “tavern” con- 
tained one room about sixteen by eight- 
een feet, and a loft overhead, reached by 
a ladder. Allen was a jovial, jolly, and 
popular landlord, and entertained many 
aristocratic and fashionable customers 
from various parts of the Union, who 
came to see the new seat of government 
of the Territory of Iowa. I never heard 
a complaint of his charging exorbitant 
bills on account of his having a monopo- 
ly of the business. Jn this he differed 
from the railroad kings of the present 
time. 

Walter Butler’s tavern opened about 
the time he took out license, in a com- 
modious building which he had erected 
for that purpose on the spot now occu- 
pied by the clothing house of M. Bloom 
& Co. This was the first frame house 
erected in Iowa City. It continued to 
be the leading tavern in the city for sey- 
eral years. (We had no hotels in those 
days.) 

Edward Foster’s store for a short time 
was headquarters for the postal depart- 
ment of Iowa City. 

December 14th, Robert McKee & Co. 
took out license “to keep a store” in 
Iowa City for one year, at the rate of 
eighteen dollars a year. The store occu- 
pied a small log house near where the 
Baptist church now stands. 

December 25th, 1839, Henry Buck was 
granted a license to keep a grocery one 
year, for fifty dollars. This was the first 
grocery established in Iowa City, and 
was kept for several years in a log house 
near the family residence of the late Dr. 
Vogt. Mr. Buck was the first German 
to locate in Iowa City, and continued a 
resident until his death, which occurred 
a few years since. He was a man of 
rare honesty and uprightness, was the 
chosen adviser of the people of his 
nationality, and was trusted by them to 
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Jesse McCart. 
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an unlimited extent. He was never 
guilty of an act that would tarnish his 
fair name. 


November 18th, 1839, Charles Drury 
took out a “license to keep a store, at 
the rate of eighteen dollars a year.” He 
occupied a small log house thet stood 
on the ground now occupied by “Smith’s 
row,” north of the University. 


The Old Settlers. 


The following is a list of the old settlers ’ 
of Johnson county, during the years 
1837, 1838, and 1839. A star before a 
name means that the person is still liy- 
ing in Johnson county, and an “f,” 
that he brought a family with him 
when he first came. 


1837. 


*Philip Clark. John Kite. 
Sam’] Bumgardner. Isaac N. Lesh, f. 
John A. Cain. James Massey,'f. 
Stephen Chase. S. B. Mulholland. 
Wheaton Chase, f. Eli Myers. 
Wilham Duvall. Daniel Odell, f. 
*Henry Earhart. Andrew D. Stephen. 
Jacob Earhart, f. William Sturgis. 
John Earhart. Eh Summy. 
Henry Felkner. *Sam’l Trowbridge. 
Jonathan Harris, f. John Trout. 
Pleasant Harris, f. *Joseph Walker. 
Wm. M. Harris. Samuel Walker. 
G. W. Hawkins, f. William Wilson. 
1838. 
John Morford, f. 
Wm. Morford. 
*Asby D. Packard. 
John Eagan, f. *Mrs. Ralston, f. 
Joseph Eagan. Henry G. Ridout. 
Nathaniel Fellows, f.* Benj. Ritter. 
John Gailor, f. John Royal, f. 
John Gardner, f. Elias Secor, f. 
1. P. Hamilton. Jas. Smith, f. 
Yale Hamilton, f. Patrick Smith, f. 
*Green Hill, f. *Jacob Y. Stover. 


Allen Baxter, f. 
*James Buchanan. 
Peter Crum. 


Wilham Jones, f. 
William Kelso, f. 
Harmon Knight. 

Wm. C. Massey, f. 


* Jeremiah Stover. 
Joseph Stover, f. 
John A. Street, f. 
David Sweet, f. 


*David Switzer, f. 
Salem Taylor. 
Robt. Walker, f. 
Abner Wolcott. 


1839. 


Alexander Abel, f. *Moses Adams. 
John D. Abel. Asaph Allen. 
*E. M. Adams. Chas. Allen. 


Sam’l McCrory. 
*Jas. MeGruder. 
Benj. Miller, f. 
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Wm. Alt, 

G. T. Andrews, f. 
A. Arrowsmith, f. 
*Asa Bailey. 

Jesse Berry. 

Chas. H. Berryhill. 
*Isaac Bowen. 

C. C. Brown. 

*K. A. Brown. 
Peleg C. Brown, f. 
Stephen Brown. 
Thomas B. Brown. 
Wm. Brown, f. 

C. H. Buck. 

*John J. Burge, f. 
Walter Butler, f. 
Benj. Coe. 

Wm. D. Cannon, f. 
Jas. Cavanaugh, f. 
Addison Chapman. 
Joseph Coe, f. 
Sylvester Coe. 
Capt. J. Cole, f. 
John G. Coleman, f. 
Sam’! Conlogue. f. 
Chas. Connelly, f. 
*Presley Connelly. 
Simms Connelly. 
David B. Cox. 
Josiah Crawford, f. 
* Mordecai Cropper. 
Allison Davis. 


| Ewing Davis. 


Josiah Davis, f. 
McPherson Davis. 
*Bryan Dennis. 
*Tsaac V. Dennis. 
*Mrs. M. A. Dennis. 
Alonzo Dennison, f. 
*George Dennison. 
*Jos. Dennison. 
ben. Douglass, f. 
Jas. Douglass, f, 
Luke Douglass. 
Joel Dowell. 

Chas. Drury. 

Elihu Duell, f. 

Wm. Dupont, f. 
Valentine Fackler, f. 
*Wm. B. Ford. 
Chas. Foster. 
Edward Foster, f. 
Jacob Frye, f. 


| James F. Hanby. 


Martin Harless, f. 


Sanford Harned, f. 
Henry Hart, f. 
*Jonas Hartman, 
G. Hartsock, f. 
Jas. M. Hawkins, f. 
John Hawkins, f, 
John N. Headley, f. 
*Henry Herring. 
*Wenzel Hummer, f, 
Elijah Hurley. 
*Robt. Hutchinson. 
F., M. Irish. 
Leonard Jewett, f. 
*Sylvanus Johnson. 
Charles Jones, f. 
*Hamilton H. Kerr. 
Josiah Lyman, f. 
John Matthews. 
Robert Matthews, f. 
Jesse McCart. 
Sam’l McClure, f. 
Isaac McCorkle, f. 
A. T. McElwaine. 
Jesse B, McGraw. 
Robert McKee. 
John Morris. 
Henry Murray. 
*Henry Nicholson. 
Jehiel Parks, f. 
*Johu Parrott, f. 
Thos. B. Prague, f. 
Pratt, f. 
*Cyrus Sanders. 
*T, N. Sanders, f. 
James Sehorn, f. 
John Shoup. 

D. D. Smith. 

John Smith. 

Wm. Smith. 

Wm. B. Snyder, f. 
Jonathan Sprague, f. 
Sam’l Sprague, f. 
Warren Spurrier, f. 
Warren Stiles, f. 
Jacob H. Stover, f. 
A. C. Sutliff, f. 
Chauncey Swan, f. 
Benj. Swisher. 
*Mat. TenKyck, f. 
Frank Thomson. 
S. B. Trotter, f. 
Henry A. Usher, f. 
Wm. Ward, f. 

Jas. §. Wilkinson. 
John Willison. 


o 





David Wray, f. 

Something About Taxes and the 

Taxed, 

By an examination of the very meagre 
records pertaining to the early part of 
the year 1840, we find, that, on the 7th 
day of January, 1840, there was filed in 
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OF JOHNSON COUNTY, IOWA. 


the office of the Board of County Com- 
missioners of Johnson county a— 


“Duplicate of Taxes for 1839, filed 
satisfactorily to us. 
HENRY FELKNER, | 
PHILIP CLARK, 
ABNER WOLCOTT, 


* Attest: 
“LuKE Dovauass, Clerk B.C. C.” 


County 
\ Commissioners. 


Said “duplicate” is headed a “ List of: 


of Taxes, as assessed by Samuel C. 
Trowbridge, in the county of Johnson, 
for 1839.” The list covers three and one- 
half pages of, foolscap paper, and em- 
braces about one hundred names. We 
learn by this list who were the solid men 
of this county at that date. There was 
no real estate to assess at that time as 
the land all belonged to our much-re- 
spected Uncle Samuel. Only personal 
property was assessed, although many 
citizens occupied and claimed hundreds 
of acres of the best lands of Iowa. 

As the Vanderbilt of Johnson county, 
old Uncle Joseph Stover (father of Jere- 
miah and Jacob Y. Stover) comes to the 
front, with property assessed at six hun- 
dred dollars, and treading close upon 
his heels come Charles Jones, Wheaton 
Chase, Pleasant Harris, John Parrott, 
and Philip Clark,—each burthened with 
this world’s goods to the amount of over 
five hundred dollars in value. 

Our old and much-respected citizen, 
Asby D. Packard, of Windham, who has 
contributed, since that time, to the cof- 
fers of the County Treasury, many hun- 
dreds of dollars in the way of taxes, had 
conferred on him by this document the 
distinction of being the poorest man in 
the county,—the whole value of his pos- 
sessions subject to taxation being five 
dollars, which, at the rate levied for that 
year (five mills on the dollar), made the 
amount of his tax two cents and five 
mills, which is marked on the margin, 
“Paid.” 

Now there are some fifty or more per- 
sons, including the High Sheriff who 
made the assessment, and also the writer 
of this, who have good and sufficient 
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grounds for contesting with Mr. Pack- 
ard the distinction mentioned, for their 
names do not appear on the record, from 
the fact of their having “no visible 
means of support.” But Mr. Packard 
may lay claim to the fact that the official 
record is in his favor, which may give 
him an undue influence in a contest 
against us. 

Mr. James McGruder, the substantial 
farmer of Fremont, is also noted among 
the poor men of that day,— his tax being 
seven cents and five mills; also marked 
paid in the margin. The question now 
arises, How did these gentlemen manage 
to make change to pay their tuxes, as 
the smallest coin in circulation in the 
West, at that date, was five cents, and 
taxes were payable in county orders, 
which were worth twenty-five cents on 
the dollar? It would have required six 
and one-quarter mills in cash to buy 
county orders enough to pay Mr. Pack- 
ard’s tax, and one cent and eight and 
one-half mills to pay Mr. McGruder’s 
tax. It will now be in order for the gen- 
tlemen to rise and explain, as it would 


= 


be about as difficult to make the exact . 


change necessary to pay their tax as to 
work the 18-15 puzzle. 

That old tax list develops several in- 
teresting facts. Our worthy Sheriff, in 
the discharge of his duty as Assessor, 
and, no doubt, with the laudable desire 
to augment the county revenue as much 
as possible, included some ten or twelve 
citizens of Linn county in his tax list; 
but this error is easily accounted for by 
the fact that the lands were not surveyed 
at that time, and those persons errone- 
ously assessed were living very close to 
the county line, and themselves supposed 
they were in Johnson county. 

In the last column of the tax list, 
which is headed “ Remarks,” the word 
“Removed” is set opposite ten names. 
Opposite the name of a widow are the 
words, “ Paid by Collector,” and opposite 
thle name of an individual who was sent 
to the Penitentiary are the words, “ Not 
paid yet.” All others are marked paid, 
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except one noted “Not found,” and one 
“Tn Dlinois.” 

The whole amount of tax revenue for 
the year 1839 is one hundred and thir- 
teen dollars and fifty-five cents, as 
certified by “John Eagan, Dept. Collec- 
tor, J. C.” 

It was once said of Democratic office- 
holders, that they never resign and sel- 
dom die; but stubborn fact proved the 
saying erroneous, for on the 2d day of 
January, 1840, David B. Cox tendered 
his resignation of the office of Constable, 
which was accepted by the County Com- 
missioners, and Frederick Dysinger was 
appointed to fill the vacancy. 

Relocation of the Seat of Justice. 


On the 27th day of January, 1840, the 
Board of County Commissioners, “On 
motion of Henry Felkner, repaired to 
view the several quarter-sections of land 
adjoining the seat of government, and, 
upon examination, the commissioners 
decided upon the northwest quarter of 
section fifteen, in township seventy-nine 
north, and range six, west of the fifth 
principal meridian, for the seat of justice 
for said county.” * 

It was further “Ordered, by the Board 
of Commissioners, that Philip Clark be 
authorized to repair to Dubuque, and 
enter, if possible, the aforesaid quarter- 
section of land for county purposes.” 

And it was further “Ordered, that a 
memorial be forwarded to Congress, 
directed to the care of the Hon. W. W. 
Chapman, our delegate in Congress, re- 
questing Congress to pass a law author- 


izing the aforesaid board to locate upon’ 


the aforesaid quarter-section of land for 
county purposes.” ; 

The above proceedings finally culmi- 
nated in the removal of the seat of jus- 
tice from Napoleon, and establishing it 
on the quarter-section adjoining the 
original plat of Iowa City, which was 
afterward included in the corporate 








*Notk.—The relocation of the county seat 
was made in accordance with the order of the 
Territorial Legislature, in ‘An Act to relocate 
the seat of justice of the county of Johnson,”’ 
approved December 81st, 1839. 
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‘limits, and in legal writings is generally 
designated as “that part of Iowa City 
known as the county seat.” 


Sale of Lands by the Government. 


In the month of February, 1840, the 
President of the United States issued a 
proclamation for a sale of lands, to take 
place in Dubuque on the 24th day of 
May following, and among other lands 
designated to be sold at that time, were 
township number 79 north, ranges 5 
and 6, west of the fifth principal me- 
ridian; the township in which Iowa City 
is located, and the one immediately east 
of it, excepting sections 3, 9, 10, 11, and 
15 (which included the section on which 
Iowa City was located and contiguous 
sections), which were reserved from sale. 
This proclamation took the settlers by 
surprise, as they had no idea that the 
lands would come into market at such 
an early date after being surveyed; and, 
In consequence, very few were prepared 
with means to pay for their land, having 
expended all their money in improving 
their claims. But they immediately set 
to work to make the best arrangements 
they could to meet the contingency. In 
the meantime, a meeting was called, and 
a petition asking for a postponement of 
the sale forwarded to Washington, set- 
ting forth the necessities of the claim- 
ants. But as there was great uncertain- 
ty in regard to the petition being grant- 
ed, some of the citizens went back east 
to try to procure money from their 
friends, while others visited capitalists 
at Bloomington, Oquawka, and other 
points, and made arrangements with 
them to borrow the money to buy their 
homes, for which they agreed to pay 
fifty per cent interest. About the first of 
May, we received the glad intelligence of 
the postponement of the land sales until 
the third of August. At that time, Iowa 
was divided into two land districts. 
The correction line between townships 
numbers 78 and 79° being the division 
line between them, the land office of the 
southern district was established at 


/ 





ee a ee 
waite bei iat ry Ww ons bie 
ahant to jue #701 aoitnarah vig: 
mee afd ao enpada@l, ar sontg. . 
vito geo Lisa qqihrorkt ora a ig peavey daal evten 
tlt Jutdostod a3 fatumyieeh 6 vab ES adt x0 ike: . . 
Om goubirsi -oniercerne | aoe nied xo bevel OLee oes 








‘ijn ben aginst 3 










.* 







yn , y Sti > idtienoD 6 syitte old Wo nottaangiests 
Hija ut qidamwot of [GR | go gnaeD ait xe hotsoak sa pers eu: Ae 
P P d ; a! 
: os 4 ; rf an uawt Tl Sits cays H Ceres epscto taht ie 
~eensony odd [i ot beiaienggs ! 
ct : ry 4, To ye opal te noisenevtionl 
ag) ; ‘2 ont eof} 
iM): vane? 4 ber jac ll 
el | 
x j Fal ‘dome 4 


eae 
e my 
ae 


4997214 


OF JOHNSON COUNTY, IOWA. 


35 





Burlington, and the land office for the 
northern district at Dubuque. By this 
division, the southern tier of townships 
in Johnson county was included in the 
Burlington district, and the remainder 
of the county in the Dubuque district. 
Election Precinets. 

At a meeting of the Board of County 
Commissioners, held on the 6th day of 
March, 1840, the county of Johnson was 
divided into two election precincts, by a 
line beginning at the northeast corner of 
section 24, township 80 north, range 5 
west; thence running due west on the sec- 


tion line, until it strikes the Iowa river; 


thence up the river, to the county line; 
that part of the county south of said line 
to compose Precinct No.1. The election 
to be held at Iowa City, and S. B. Gard- 
ner, Wm. B, Snyder, and Henry Murray 
to act as judges of election. And that 
part of the county lying north of said 
line to compose Precinct No. 2; election 
to be held at the house of Warren Stiles, 
and Allen C. Sutliff, Leonard J ewett, 
and Jesse B. McGrew to serve us Judges 
of election. 

The commissioners at the same ses- 
sion granted license “to Wesley Jones to 


‘ vend merchandise,” “to William Black 


to keep a grocery,” and “to Caspar Nick 
to hawk dry goods.” 

In narrating the occurrences of the 
year 1840 and subsequent years, I shall 
avail myself of the liberty of frequent 
quotations from the very interesting 
articles entitled “History of Johnson 
County, Iowa,” written by Capt. F. M. 
Trish, and published in the “Annals of 
Towa” in the year 1868. The reader, no 
doubt, will more readily excuse the quo- 
tations in consideration of the fact that 
Captain Irish had the faculty of re- 
lating incidents in early history in a 
more felicitous and happy style than is 
possible for the writer of these articles. 
Capt Irish says: 

“Pursuant to an act of the Legislative 
Assembly, approved January 11th, 1840, 
Chauncey Swan, the acting commissioner 
for the location of the seat of govern- 











ment, during this session of the Legisla- 
ture, and in connection with that body, 
entered into a contract with the firm of 
Rague & Co. for the erection of the Capi- 
tol at Iowa City. The above named 
company was the same that had built 
the capitol of Tllinois at Springfield, 
These gentlemen came on in April, 1840, 
with a large gang of hands, and com- 
menced clearing the land and digging 
out for the foundation of the Capitol. 
This work, together with the tide of emi- 
gration that began to flow in, gave to our 
embryo city a lively and business-like 
appearance. Every variety of mechan- ° 
ical labor was now in good demand; a 
large number of buildings were in pro- 
cess of erection, displaying every variety 
of architecture, from the rudely-con- 
structed log cabin to the well-finished 
two-story frame house. The difficulty in 
procuring lumber was most severely felt. 
Mr. Henry Felkner had erected a saw 
mill (the first in the county) upon Rapid 
creek, near where the Dubuque road 
now crosses that stream; but this mill 
could supply only a small portion of the 
demand for lumber, and many of the 
first houses built in the city were sided 
up with clapboards split from trunks of 
large white or burr oak trees. These 
boards were from four to six feet in 
length and from six to eight inches in 
width, and split as thin as the timber 
would admit of. They were then made 
smooth on one side with a drawing-knife, 
shaved down to nearly an equal thick- 
ness, and after this preparation they 
constituted a weather-boarding answer- 
ing a very good purpose, and, in many 
instances, lasting for twenty years. 

“Our citizens were at this’ time sup- 
pled with a very important article of 
building material. For this they were 
indebted to Mr. Sylvanus Johnson. 
This gentleman, having purchased one 
of the southern tier of out lots, opened 
a brick yard upon it, and on the 15th of 
April, 1840, Mr. Johnson, with his own 
hands, moulded the first bricks ever 
made in Iowa City or Johnson county,” 
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Yhird Verm of the District Court— 
First Criminal Sentence. 


The third term of the District Court 
of Johnson county convened in May, 
1840. This term of court assumed some 
prominence on account of the trial of 
one Samuel Conlogue, for the crime of 
burglary. It appears, from the records, 
that Woodward & Hall acted as prose- 
cuting attorneys at this term of court, 
although subsequent records show that 
Ralph P. Lowe was prosecuting attor- 
ney of the Second Judicial District at 
that time. Conlogue was defended by 
Wright & Hastings, two young lawyers, 
who came to Iowa City the previous 
winter, and established the first law 
office in the county. The trial excited a 
great deal of interest. Young Wright, 
who was possessed of fine intellect and 
education, threw his whole energies into 
the case, and made a very able and elo- 
quent speech in defense of his client; 
but it proved of no avail, for Conlogue 
was found guilty and sentenced to the 


vJohn G. Coleman, 


penitentiary for five years. He was the 
first criminal ever sent from Johnson 
county to the penitentiary. Young 
Wright soon became a raving maniac, 
and was sent back east to his friends. 


NAMES OF GRAND JURORS. 
(May Term, 1840, District Court of Johnson 


County.) 
Jesse McCart, Joseph Stover, 
John Gardner, William Wilson, 


James Hawkins, 
Jonathan Harris, 
Yale Hamilton, 


Samuel Walker, 
Jehiel Parks, 
Warner Spurrier, 
Jesse B. McGrew, 
John I. Burge, John Parrott, 
Wheaton Chase, Pleasant Harris, 
Jacob Stover, Stephen Chase, 
Nathaniel Fellows. 


NAMES OF PETIT JURORS. 
Harvey Lyman, William Harris, 
I. N. Sanders, William Ward, 
John Matthews, Joel Dowel, 
John A. Street, Alonzo C. Dennison, 
Warren Stiles, William Miller, 
John N. Headley, William Sturgis, 
James McGruder, David Sweet, 
William Kelso, James Herron, 
Henry Felkner. 
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CHAPTER IY. 


BUILDING THE CAPITOL. 





Fourth of July, 1840. 

Great preparations were made to cele- 
brate the Fourth of July. The work on 
the Capitol building had progressed so 
far that the foundation walls at the 
southeast corner were two or three feet 
above the surface of the ground, and the 
Fourth of July was thought to be an 
auspicious time for laying the corner- 
stone. Notice was given that the cere- 
mony would take place on that day, and 
all preparations necessary to make the 
occasion an enjoyable one were entered 
into by the citizens. When the time 


eame, nearly the whole population of the 


ecounty—men, women, and children— 
were on the ground, as well as a large 
number of visitors from other parts of 
the Territory. The stone prepared for 
the occasion had a suitable cavity, to 
contain a copper box, in which was depos- 
ited such articles as would be of great 
interest to the people some thousands of 
years hence, when our Capitol building 
shall have crumbled into ruins. After 
announcing the contents of the mysteri- 
ous box,—which consisted in part of the 
laws of Iowa and the names of the 
principal officers of the United States 
and of the Territory of Iowa, the consti- 
tution of the United States, the Decla- 
ration of Independence, the organic law 
of the Territory, and a copy of each news- 
paper published in the Territory (which 
at that time did not exceed five or six), 
also specimens of the different silver 
and copper coins of the United States 
mint, and ali the usual preliminary cere- 


monies for such occasions were gone 
through with in true Masonic style,— 
the iron crane swung the stone in place, 
and His Excellency Gov. Robert Lucas, 
with “square and plumb,” settled it in 
position. The company then repaired 
to the place selected to hear the Decla- 
ration of Independence read, and to wit- 
ness the soaring of the American eagle; 
after which about three hundred persons 
sat down to a dinner composed of all the 
luxuries of those early days. This was 
followed by the reading of toasts, which 
were responded to by the usual spread- 
eagle speeches and patriotic enthusiasm. 
The close of this great occasion was a 
“grand ball” in the evening, at which 
young America 
‘Danced all night, till broad daylight, 

And went home with the girls in the morning!”’ 


Business Progression — The County 
Commissioners —Stephen B. 
Gardner, 

Everything bore a very lively and 
cheering aspect at this time,—a large 
number of hands were employed on the 
Capitol building, emigrants were coming 
in lively, store houses and dwellings 
were being erected on every hand,—so 
there was no lack of employment for all 
who were disposed to work; while, in 
the surrounding country, numerous 
breaking teams were turning over the 
rich black soil of the prairies, and the 
farmers were busily engaged making 
and hauling out rails and _ building 
fences. Indeed the spirit of push and 
activity seemed to pervade the whole 
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community, and to express the condition 
of things, we would say, in the phraseolo- 
gy of the present time, everything was 
booming. 

A correct idea can be formed of the 
new business enterprises entered upon 
about this time, by the following list of 
licenses issued at the July session of the 
County Commissioners Court: 
athe J. F. Rague & Co., to vend merchan- 

ise. 

To Parmelee & Hess, to retail groceries. 
To R. W. Dolbee, to keep a grocery. 
on A. E. MeArthur, to vend merchan- 

dise. 

To James Wells, to retail groceries. 

To Cole & Curtin, to retail groceries. 

To Daniel Garst, to retail dry goods. 

To Lewis D. Gobin, to keep a drug 
store. 

To Wolf & Long, to keep a tavern. 
ie Schell & Cohick, to vend merchan- 
cise. 

To Holt & De Forest, to vend mer- 
chandise: 

At the same session of the court, 
Luke Douglass resigned his position as 
Clerk of the Board of Commissioners, 
and Stephen B. Gardner was appointed 
to the place, which he continued to fill 
to the satisfaction of the people of the 
county for many years, and on account 
of his accommodating disposition and 
genial manners, was the best known and 
most popular man in the county. I will 
venture the assertion that there is not 
an old settler living to-day who does not 
entertain feelings of kindest regard for 
Mr. Gardner, for it may be safely said 
that he never had an enemy. He is still 
living (1881), at a ripe old ‘age, near 
Williamsburg, Franklin county, Kansas. 

At the above-named meeting of the 
County Commissioners, the county was 
divided into four road districts, and— 

Warren Stiles was appointed Super- 
visor of District No. 1. 


Wiliam B. Snyder, Supervisor of . 


District No. 2. 

Robert Walker, Supervisor of District 
No. 3. 

John Hawkins, Supervisor of District 
No. 4. 

This action of the Board seemed some 
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what immature, as there had never been 
a single mile of road estabished by the 
county authorities; but I suppese they 
thought best to make preparations for 
future contingencies, 


The previous year there had been a 
military road surveyed and opened from 
Dubuque, by way of Iowa City, to Jeffer- 
son City, Missouri, by the United States 
authorities; also, a road from Burlington 
to Iowa City, surveyed and established 
by authority of the Territorial Legisla- 
ture. These were the only roads in the 
county at this time, excepting the Indian 
trails; but at this session, the Board ap- 
pointed “William Murdock, Andrew D. 
Stephen, and John Eagan, to view a 
road from Iowa City up Clear creek, for 
the distance of twelve miles;” and on 
the 23d and 24th of July, they proceeded 
to view and cause to be surveyed the 
first road ever established in Johnson 
county by the county authorities. This 
road corresponded pretty nearly with 
the road as now traveled from Iowa 
City to Marengo, and terminated about 
one-half mile beyond the residence of 
James Douglass, who was the frontier 
settler, so far as then known, between 
Iowa City and the Pacific coast. As 
there was no necessity to extend a road 
any farther, a stake was driven into the 
ground and a mound erected to mark 
the termination; or, as the chuin-men 
expressed it, “the point where the road 
ran into the ground.” 


Difliculties and Delays of Building. 

The progress of the work on the Capi- 
tol, which had been vigorously prosecut- 
ed up to this time, met with a sudden 
check. Captain Irish says: 

“Here the contractors, Skean and Mc- 
Donald, of the firm of Rague & Co., 
abandoned their contract on account of 
the bad quality of the stone furnished 
by the Commissioner. The work, how- 
ever, was carried on by the acting Com- 
missioner, Mr. C. Swan; but the diffi- 
culty in regard to the building material 
not having been obviated, it progressed 
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slowly. Early in the summer, a quarry 
had been found in Cedar county, distant 
some twenty miles, which being a hard 
sandstone, was pronounced suitable for 
a water table; and during the summer 
the rock for the sills of the east and 
west entrances and for the water table 
was transported over the prairies, cross- 
ing Cedar river at Esquire Sutliff’s fer- 
ry,—the wagons being drawn by oxen.” 

This made the work very expensive. It 
was said at the time that it cost one 
hundred and twenty dollars to get the 
east door-sill in place. 


Land Sales. _ we 

On the 30th day of July, # number of 
settlers started to the land sales, that 
were to take place at Dubuque on the 3d 
of August. A majority of them were 
provided with money to buy their claims, 
though some were expectant of meeting 
capitalists at the sale of whom they 
could borrow the money. The universal 
custom at that time was for the capital- 
ist who loaned the money to buy the 
land in his own name, giving the claim- 
ant a bond for a deed, at the expiration 
of one year, upon the payment of the 
money, with fifty per cent interest. The 
reader may say that this seems like a 
hard bargain, but it was a great accom- 
modation to many of the settlers, al- 
though they could not make the money 
on their claims to pay the debt. Some 
had money due them in the east, which 
they could collect in time, while others 
succeeded in selling one-half their land 
for enough to pay for the whole of it. 
By this means a good home was secured, 
and those who were unable to pay at the 
end of the year could generally get their 
notes renewed at the end of that time, 
at a lower rate of interest; so there were 
few who lost their improvements, or had 
any cause of complaint on account of 
the treatment they received from the 
‘*bloated bondholders.” 

Some forty or fifty settlers composed 
our company, and, the day stated, we 
started for Dubuque in two-horse wag- 








ons, supplied with provisions and camp 
equipage. We traveled by easy stages, 
and reached Dubuque on Saturday, © 
August Ist. The next day being Sun-— 
day, we attended church in a body, to 
hear a Chippewa Indian preach. Al- | 
though it proved to be a “sell,” most of 
the boys dropped a quarter into the hat, 
when it came around, for missionary 
purposes. 


On Monday morning early, we had 
made all arrangements for the sale. A 
bidder and an assistant bidder was ap- 
pointed, who had furnished themselves 
with large plats of the two townships to 
be sold, with each claimant’s name plain- 
ly written on the sub-division on the 
plat which he wished to purchase. 
When the time came for the sale to be- 
gin, the crier stepped out on a platform, 
and inviting the bidder and assistant 
to take places on the platform beside 
him, took hold ‘of one side of the plat 
and began at Section No.1, and called 
out each eighty-acre sub-division as 
rapidly as he could speak; and when he 
came to a tract with a name written on 
it, he would strike his hammer down, and 
give the name to the clerk, and thus 
proceeded to take the sections in numer- 
ical order, which did not require over 
thirty minutes, when the two townships 
were offered. During this time, the 
claimants stood in a compact semicircle 
in front of the platform, in breathless 
silence, not a sound being heard except 
the crier’s voice. The purchasers were 
then admitted, two or three at a time, to 
pay for the land and receive their cer- . 
tificates. This was a tedious process, as 
the land office accepted no money for 
land except United States coin or notes 
on the State Bank of Missouri. Nearly 
all the money paid in was silver, and it 
consumed a great deal of time to count 
it and sort out the spurious coin. But 
the business was all finished by the next 
day, in time for us to visit some of the 
lead mines and smelting works, and on 
the 5th of August we started home, a 
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happy, jolly crowd,—many of us enjoy- 
ing the comfortable feeling of being 
owners of real estate for the first time in 
our lives. . 

In the spring of 1840, Malcolm Murray 
and Theodore Sanxay, two young men 
from Cincinnati, formed a partnership, 
and commenced building a brick busi- 
ness house, which they completed during 
that season and stocked with goods. 
This was the first br’ck store house erect- 
ed in Iowa City. It was regarded at that 
time as a very elegant structure. It 
is still standing (1881) on Iowa Avenue, 
and is occupied by O’Hanlon & Son as 
a shoe store. For some years the stores 
of Murray & Sanxay and Wesley Jones 
were the leading business houses of 
Iowa City. The same season Judge 
Pleasant Harris erected a large frame 
building for a hotel, on the northeast 
corner of Jefferson and Capitol streets, 
which was first opened by Jonathan 
Lawrence as the Americun House. On 
account of its capacity being much 
greater than the time demanded, it was 
facetiously dubbed the “Mammoth 
Cave,” by which name it was generally 
known for some time. Butit soon be- 
came the leading hotel of the city, and 
was enlarged to twice its original size, 
and after passing through several hands 
in a short time, it was taken possession 
of by Chauncey Swan, and under the 
name of Swan’s Hotel was for many 
years very prosperous, and became the 
headquarters of the Territorial officers 
and members of the Legislature. At 
this hotel occurred the circumstance, 
which has often gone the rounds of the 
newspapers, of the fop who was looking 
for Gov. Grimes, and mistaking him for 
the porter, paid him a quarter of a dollar 
for carrying his trunk up to his room. 
The story may have been true, but it 
loses some of its piquancy when one has 
heard a similar story, in regard to an- 
other great man, that went the rounds of 
the newspapers when Goy. Grimes was a 
little boy. 

During this season, Jesse Berry erect- 
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ed a small frame house on the north side | 
of College street, a short distance west of 
Clinton street, where he taught the first 
school in the county. This house was 
also used for holding court, and for re- 
hgious meetings on Sundays. It is still 
standing on the same spot, on the prop- 
erty of Mrs. Berry, and is the oldest 
house in Iowa City,—an appropriate re- 
minder of the days of small things. 

But another improvement of far more 
importance to the citizens of Johnson 
county than any above named, was the 
erection of a.small grist-mill on Clear 
creek, by David and Joshua Switzer. 
This mill commenced operations late in 
the fall, and was the first to grind grain 
in the county. The reader can form 
some idea of the rejoicing with which 
this improvement was hailed by our 
citizens, when informed that the nearest 
points at which we could get any grind- 
ing done was at the falls of Maquoketa, 
at Augusta, on Skunk river, or on the 
east side of the Mississippi river,—all 
distant more than seventy-five miles. 


Special or Extra Session of the Leg- 
islature. 


On the 15th of January, 1840, an act 
was passed by the Territorial. Legisla- 
ture, providing for a special session of 
that body, to commence on the second 
Monday of July following, for the pur- 
pose of apportioning the members of the 
the Council and House of Representa- 
tives equally among the several counties 
of the Territory. Section 2, of the same 
act, also said that “The general election 
for this Territory for the year 1840 [shall] 
be held on the first Monday of October; 
but ever after, on the first Monday of 
August, as provided for in the act regu- 
lating general elections.” 

At the special session, held in July, in 
accordance with the foregoing act, the 
counties of Muscatine and Johnson were 
declared the Seventh Electoral District, 
and each entitled to one member of the 
House of Representatives. Also, at the 
Same session, there was passed “An Act 
to provide for the expression of the 
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opinion of the people of the Territory of 
Towa as to taking preparatory steps for 


their admission into the Union.” The 
form of ballot prescribed was ‘ Conven- 
tion” 


and “No Convention.” This 
premature measure was urged by some 
of our aspiring politicians, who had an 
eye single to a seat in the United States 
Senate; but their aspirations were taken 
aback by an overwhelming vote for “No 


‘Convention.’ 


I am unable to give the number of 
votes cast by Johnson county, or all 
names of the candidates voted for at the 
October election, not being able to find 
any record of the same. 

The candidates for delegate to Con- 
gress were—Gen, A. C. Dodge, Demo- 
erat, and Alfred Ritch, Whig. They had 
visited our town a few weeks before the 
election, and made the first political 
stump speeches in the county. Dodge 
received a majority of the votes of our 
county, and also of the Territory. 

Henry Felkner, Democrat, was elected 
Representative to the Legislature; hav- 
ing the honor of being the first member 
ever sent from the county of Johnson. 
Col. S. C. Trowbridge, Democrat, was 
elected Sheriff, and John Parrott, Whig, 
was elected County Commissioner. 

This year occurred the great Harrison 
campaign of “Tippecanoe and ‘Tyler 
too,” “Log Cabins,” “Hard Cider,” 
“Coon-skins and Gourds,” and will 
never be forgotten by the generation of 
that day, while hfe and memory lasts. 
The party spirit in Iowa, however, did 
not run so high as in the States, as it 
was a Territory, and not entitled toa 
vote for President. 

But to return to matters more es- 


» pecially connected with Johnson county. 
~The Board of County Commissioners, 


at their October session, granted license 
to Robert Keating, Hiram Watts, Joseph 
Coe, and Charles Frink to keep grocery 
stores, and to Murray & Sanxay, Silas 
Foster, and Edward Foster to sell mer- 
chandise. John D. Abel was granted 
license to run a ferry across the Iowa 








river at the place now occupied by the | 
Centennial bridge. This was the first 
ferry ever established at Iowa City, and . 
was afterward known as the “ Arthur,” 
and later as the “Fulsom,” ferry. °* 


At the same session it was “Ordered 
that John B. Adams be allowed $5.37, 
for services and cash expended in bunt- 
ing robbers;” also, “That Elijah D. 
Stephens be allowed $5.75, for services — 
and money expended in pursuit of rob- 
bers.” 

Laying Off the County Seat. 

November 9th, 1840, it was “ Ordered 
by the Board that the northwest quarter 
of Section No. 15 be laid out in blocks 
and out lots, as follows: “Twenty-four 
blocks to be surveyed off the north at 
present,—each block to be three hun- 
dred and twenty feet square, including 
alleys. The north and south streets to 
correspond with the streets which run 
north and south in Iowa City, and the. 
streets running east and west to be 
eighty feet wide,—--each block to be sub- 
divided into eight lots each, and alley to 
be twenty feet wide, under the superin- 
tendence of Philip Clark, one of said 
Commissioners.” 

November 21st, 1840, Philip Clark re- 
ported to the Board that he had _ per- 
formed the duty assigned him, and had 
agreed to pay for services of assistants 
an aggregate sum of $74.87. 

On the 25th, 26th, and 27th of October, 
1840, John West and Hamilton H. Kerr 
laid out and surveyed the town of Solon, 
a sketch of which will appear hereafter. 

Terrill’s Dam. 

By an act of the Council and House of 
Representatives of the Territory of Iowa, 
Walter Terrill was authorized to con- 
struct a dam across the Iowa river in 
Johnson county at a point on the south- 
west quarter of section No. 3, in town- 
ship 79 north, range 6 west,—the dam 
not to exceed five feet above the ordinary 
low water mark,—and provided that said 
dam be completed within the term of 
three years from the passage of said act. 
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This act was approved December 15th 
1840, and a Houring mill was afterward 
erected by the side of the dam, and soon 
became known as one of the best in the 
country. It is now owned by Dietz & 
Hemmer. 


The Capitol—New Ofticers Appointed. 


At the January session of the Board of 
County Commissioners, it was “ Ordered, 
that a sale of lots in the county seat of 
Johnson county shall take place on 
Monday, the 24th day of May next, 1841, 
and continue from day to day until all 
are sold, or at the discretion of the Com- 
missioners; and it is further ordered 
that the Clerk advertise the sale in a 
Bloomington paper, and get 200 bills 
struck or printed, and have them posted 
up and circulated as widely as possible. 
It is ordered that the following shall be 
the terms of sale, to-wit: One-fourth of 
the purchase money to be paid in hand, 
one-fourth in six months, one-fourth in 
twelve months, and one-fourth in eighteen 
months from the day of sale.” 

By an act passed by the Territorial 
Legislature, and approved J anuary 14th, 
1841, there was an important change 
made in the administration of affairs in 
regard to Iowa City, and the erection of 
the Capitol building. By said act the 
office of commissioner to superintend the 
erection of the Capitol was abolished, 
and in leu thereof, the Governor, by 
and with the advice and consent of the 
Council, was authorized to appoint a 
superintendent of Public Buildings at 
Towa City, and also a Territorial Agent. 
Said act also defined the duties of the 
two offices, which were in effect precisely 
the same as the duties that had previ- 
ously been discharged by the acting 
commissioner to superintend the erec- 
tion of the Capitol. . 

Chauncey Swan was also appointed 
ed Superintendent of Public Buildings, 
with bond fixed at ten thousand dollars, 
for faithful performance of duty, and 
salary of one thousand dollars per year, 


Col. Jesse Williams was appointed 
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Territorial Agent, with bond fixed at 
forty thousand dollars for faithful per- 
formance of duty, and salary of seven 
hundred dollars per year, whi¢h seems 
somewhat disproportionate to the bond 
required. 
“Ward Times.” 

At this time the twenty thousand dol- 
lars appropriated by Congress for the 
erection of public buildings, and what 
money had been received in payment for 
Towa City lots, had all been expended on 
the Capitol, and the walls were not half 
completed. In addition to this the land 
sales of the previous autumn had taken 
all the money out of our community, and 
the numerous banks of Illinois were in a 
very precarious condition. From these 
and other causes were inaugurated what 
were truly termed “hard times” in Towa, 
lasting for several years; and the settlers 
of those days will not soon forget the 
hardships they suffered for the want of 
a little money. Our county produced 
grain and vegetables in large quantities, 
but they could not be disposed of for 
money, at any price, while the necessary 
manufactured goods to render us com- 
fortable could not be procured without 
money. I have known instances of 
men, who, owning a good breaking team, 
and having hundreds of dollars owing 
them for breaking, were seen with their 
toes sticking out of a dilapidated pair of 
boots which were tied up with buckskin 
strings and prairie grass to make them 
eke out a little more service, and the 
frosts of winter approaching and they 
totally unable to procure a new pair of 
boots. 

An incident illustrating the sacrifices 
and hardships of those days was related 
to me by my old friend James Buchanan, 
then a citizen of the extreme northeast 
corner of Johnson county, on Cedar 
river. I have no doubt the settlers of 
that day can fully appreciate the experi- 
ence of Mr. B., as many of them have 
passed through a similar ordeal. Mr. 
Buchanan, like most Western men was 
an inveterate tobacco-chewer, and hav- 
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ing exhausted his stock on hand, and 
having no money, began devising ways 
and means by which to replenish his 
tobacco box. He had raised an excel- 
lent crop of oats the season before, 
which he had stowed away in a granary 
on his premises, and the happy idea 
struck him that he would take a load of 
the grain to Iowa City, and get a few 
groceries and the all-important tobacco. 
In order to make an early start in the 
morning, he loaded his large wagon 
(which was of the kind denominated 
“Pennsylvania schooner’) with about 
seventy-five bushels of oats. Having 
' a dried beef hide hanging over a pole in 
the granary, he concluded to take it 
along. He then hitched on two large 
yokes of oxen, and started for Iowa City; 
and as he drove his team along, broke 
off and chewed the hazel twigs to keep 
down his insatiate hunger for tobacco, 
until he could reach town. He arrived 
at his destination in the afternoon, but 
could not find a person in the place who 
would buy his oats at any price. He 
had a trifling offer made him for the dry 
hide, but refused to sell it without the 
oats, thinking he would make that sell 
his load, but in this he failed thoroughly. 
Mad and disgusted, he turned his team 
toward home, without the coveted tobac- 
co, and night overtaking him about 
six miles from town, he chained up his 
oxen to trees, pouring out five or six 
bushels of qats to them on the ground, 
and then set up his dried beef hide on 
his load tent-fashion, tucked in the sides 
between the wagon box and oats, and 
crawled under it. During the night a 
furious thunder-storm came on, and the 
rain poured down in torrents, but not a 
drop of rain could penetrate his novel 
tent. The next morning he hitched on 
his team, and drove home, and unloaded 
his oats into his granary, having spent 
nearly two days, without procuring even 
so much asa chew of tobacco. But even 
this enforced abstinence did not cure 
him of the habit of tobacco-chewing, for 
at the time he was relating to me this 





adventure, his lips and chin bore the 

marks of the weed. 

Borrowing Money to Build the Cap- 
itol. 

There being no money on hand with 
which to go on with the Capitol building, 
the Legislature passed an act, approved 
January 15th, 1841, “Authorizing the 
Territorial Agent to negotiate a loan of 
money not exceeding the sum of twenty 
thousand dollars, and not less than five 
thousand dollars, to be expended upon 
the Capitol at Iowa City; Provided, that 
the money can be obtained on the faith 
of the unsold lots of Iowa City, and ata 
rate of interest not exceeding ten per 
cent.” , 

The agent, after considerable exertion, 
succeeded in procuring a loan of fifty- 
five hundred dollars of the Miners’ Bank 
of Dubuque. The minimum price on the 
unsold lots in Iowa City was reduced so 
as to facilitate sales, and in addition to 
this the Territorial Agent issued certifi- 
cates of indebtedness in part payment 
for labor done on the building. These 
certificates were called “script,” and 
were taken for payments on lots, and 
during the latter part of the season were 
almost the only currency in circulation 
in the community. By this means the 
work was kept in progress; but all the 
time it was absorbing the lots which had 
been pledged for the payment of the debt 
to the Miners’ Bank of Dubuque, and 
when that debt fell due the Territory had 
neither money nor lots with which to 
discharge the obligation. This, in con- 
nection with other troubles, caused the 
bank to fall into financial difficulties, 
which compelled it to “wind up” its 
business. The debt was finally paid, 
but by the majority of the citizens of 
Towa it was regarded as an act of bad 
faith on the part of the Territory, which 
left a stain on her good name for many 


years. 
“The Long Doctor.” 


A history of the early days of Johnson 
county would hardly be complete with- 
out mention of Dr. S. M. Ballard, who 
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made his advent in the county early in 
the spring of 1841. The Doctor was six 
feet six inches in height, and of course 
presented a very commanding appear- 
ance. He came mounted on his fine, 
sleek, brown horse “Charley,” carrying 
in his hand a heavy silver-niounted hick- 
ory cane, and across his saddle was 
swung a pair of pill-bags that would 
contain about a half-bushel, with heavy 
bear-skin flaps, dressed with the hair 
on. He rode as erect as a telegraph 
pole, and looked like a mounted grena- 
dier. He immediately entered on the 
practice of his profession. Before his 
arrival, the practice had been about 
equally divided between Dr. Murray, 
Dr. Bowen, and Dr. Bliss; but in a short 
time the latter gentlemen found them- 
selves without any patients, while Bai- 
lard was riding night and day. As the 
season proved very sickly, he procured 
two more horses, and by changing ani- 
mals, he boasted that he sometimes rode 
a hundred miles in one day and night 
and “booked” three hundred dollars for 
it. I think those of his patients who 
survived would not be disposed to dis- 
pute the accuracy of his statement in re- 
gard to his charges, whatever they might 
think of his version of the distance trav- 
eled. Butin the course of the next sea- 
son the medical practice of the county 
fell back to its normal conditions. 


In one instance, where the Doctor had 
attended on the family of an old settler 
when he presented his bill, the debtor 
claimed it was like the Doctor, rather 
tall; but the Doctor declined to reduce 
it any, and it was paid in full under pro- 
test; the Doctor, however, was informed, 
that, in the future, if he was called to 
attend any of the family, as it was not 
more than three miles from town, he 
would not receive more than two dollars 
and a half per visit, and if he did not 
think that sufficient compensation, he 
was at liberty to ignore the call. Soon 
after, one of the family was taken sick, 
and a neighbor was sent for Dr. Ballard. 
In an incredible short time the Doctor 


made his appearance, his horse on a 
dead run. When the gentleman ex- 
pressed his surprise at the Doctor’s 
great haste, as the case was not at all 
urgent, the physician replied that when 
he had to ride all that distance for two 
dollars and a half, he had to ride like the 
very devil! 


steamboat Arrival. 


On the 20th of June, 1841, the people 
of Iowa City were thrown into a state of 
intense excitement, by the arrival of a 
steamboat, a full account of which, with 
attendant circumstances, is contained in 
the Iowa City Standard of June 24th, 
1841, and is as follows: 

ARRIVAL EXTRAORDINARY. 

We this week announce an event, 
which, in our judgment, is of more im- 
portance than any that has happened 
since our city has had an existence. 

On the 20th instant our citizens were 
surprised by hearing the puffing of an 
approaching steamer. We need not 
speak of the astonishment caused by 
such unusual sounds,— sounds which 
were for the first time heard on our 
peaceful river,—nor of the many conjec- 
tures which were started as to the source 
from whence they proceeded. Our 
doubts were soon dispelled by the glori- 
ous reality, as the steamer Ripple, for 
the first time, came dashing up the Iowa 
and landed at the ferry, which hence- 
forth is only to be known by the more 
appropriate name of the steamboat land- 
ing. 

The hearty cheers which hailed the 
arrival, and the warm welcome which 
the captain, crew, and passengers re- 
ceived from our citizens, showed that 
they appreciated the enterprise and 
determination which had originated and 
successfully carried out such an under- 
taking. 

Among the passengers on board we 
noticed Messrs. Wesley Jones, Moses 
Cramer, Jas. W. Nealey, D. W. C. Bar- 
ron, John Taylor, of Burlington; Maj. 
John B. Newhall, the talented author of 
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the “Sketches of Iowa;” and our fellow 
townsman, James Herron. 

The Ripple arrived at the conjunction 
of the Iowa and Cedar rivers on Friday 
“evening. On Saturday morning she 
started and ran up within four miles of 
this city before she stopped for the 
night. There were no impediments 
found to an easy and safe navigation of 
the river, if we may except a few snags 
and projecting trees a few miles below 
the city, which will be removed by our 
citizens during the present week. 

The experiment, as a whole, was a 
most satisfactory one. The present com- 
paratively low stage of water will effect- 
ually silence all sneers that may be 
thrown out concerning high water navi- 
gation, etc., and we now have the fact 
proved beyond the possibility of a doubt, 
that the Iowa river is navigable beyond 
this place for seven months at least 
during every year. 

This arrival has effectually changed 
the relation in which we formerly stood 
to the other towns in this Territory. We 
are now no longer dependent on the 
towns on the Mississippi for our imports, 
nor are we subjected to the labor and ex- 
pense of drawing across the country all 
articles brought from abroad. We have 
now a situation in many respects superi- 
or to any in the Territory. The advan- 
tage of being the farthest point in the 
interior which has a safe and easy com- 
munication by water with all the great 
commercial cities in the west, is too 
manifest to need remark. Indeed some 
of our neighboring towns on the Missis- 
sippi have laid claims to being places of 
great importance on this ground’ alone. 
We trust we have settled all disputes on 
this point, and that they will now at 
once yield the palm to us, and surrender 
all claims they may have on this score. 
But when we add to these advantages 
our acknowledged superiority in beauty 
of location and fertility of soil, and call 
to mind our almost total exemption from 
those diseases which are and eyer have 
been the scourges of the West, we can 


confidently demand the attention of emi- 
grants and others to a situation which 
combines every advantage that can at- 
tract the merchant and the farmer, the 
man of business or the man of pleasure. 


Meeting of the Citizens. 


According to previous notice, a meet- 
ing of the citizens of Iowa City was held 
at the City Hotel, and was organized by 
Chauncey Swan being called to the 
chair, and J. Bowen being appointed 
Secretary. 

On motion of Jesse Williams, it was 

Lesolved, That a committee of six per- ° 
sons be appointed by the chair, consist- 


ing of Jesse Williams, Jesse Bowen, Silas 


Foster, Cyrus Sanders, John Powell, and 
Horace Smith, to invite the Captain and 
passengers of the steamboat Ripple to 
partake of a public dinner to be given by 
the crtizens of Iowa City. 

On motion of Horace Smith, it was 

Resolved, That a committee of three be 
appointed by the chair, to make arrange- 
ments with some of the inn-keepers of 
Towa City to provide a dinner, and solicit 
subscriptions to defray the expense of 
the same. 

Whereupon, Horace Smith, Walter 
Butler, and H. G. Jones were appointed 
said committee. 

On motion of Horace Smith, the fol- 
lowing resolution was passed: 

fesolved, That a suitable person be 
selected to accompany the steamboat 
Ripple down the Iowa river so far as 
may be necessary to ascertain the prin- 
cipal obstructions, and the best mode, 
and the probable expense of removing 
said obstructions. 

And, on motion of Jesse Williams, 
Capt. I’. M. Irish was appointed that 
person. 

On motion of Horace Smith, the fol- 
lowing resolution was unanimously 
adopted: 

Ltesolved, That Maj. J. B. Newhall be 
requested to circulate a subscription in 
the city of Burlington, and the interme- 
diate ports, to assist in defraying the ex- 
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penses necessary in removing the ob- 
structions that now exist in the naviga- 
tion of the Iowa river. 
On motion, 
ftesolved, That the “sees a of this 
meeting be signed by the President and 
Secretary, arfd published in the Iowa 
City Standard. 
On motion, the meeting adjourned to 
meet on Monday next, the 28th inst. 
C. Swan, Chairman. 
J. Bowen, Secretary. 
The following correspondence ensued: 
Towa Ciry, June 21st, 1841. 


Capt. D. Jones, Captain of the Steamer 
Ripple: 


Str :— At a meeting of the citizens of 
this city, held at the Iowa City Hotel 
this day, the undersigned were appointed 
a committtee to invite you to participate 
in the hospitalities of a public dinner, to 
be given to yourself and crew, together 
with the passengers who accompanied 
you to our city in the steamer Ripple, to 
be given at the National Hotel in this 
city, at two o’clock this afternoon. We 
take great pleasure in discharging the 
duties which have thus devolved upon 
us, and would beg leave to assure you 
that an acceptance of the invitation 
would confer a favor upon the citizens 
generally, as well as ppon 

Your obedient servants, 


JESSE WILLIAMS, 
JESSE Bowey, 
SILAS Foster, 
JOHN PoweELt, 
Cyrus SANDERS, 
Horack Smirnu. 


STEAMBOAT RIPPLE, June 21st, 1841. 


GENTLEMEN :—I this morning received 
your polite note, tendering to me the 
hospitalities of your city, together with 
my passengers and crew. In signifying 
my acceptance of this token of your re- 
gard, permit me to express the gratifica- 
tion I have experienced in the cordial 
reception I have met with, both individ- 
ually and collectively, from the moment 
of my arrival amoung you, not with the 
cool distrust of a stranger, but rather 


the cordial reception of a long tried 
friend. Gentlemen, the strong assurance 
of my friends, that the arrival of a 
steamer at Iowa City would be hailed 


with that liberal spirit becoming your 


high destinies, have been more than real- 
ized, and T desire no surer guaranty of 
the future, than the evidence I have wit- 
nessed. 

With sentiments of the highest regard, 
I subscribe myself, 

Your friend and obedient servant, 

D. Jones. 


To Messrs. J. Williams, J. Bowen, 8. Foster, J. 
Powell, C. Sanders, and H. Smith. 


The Banquet. 


At half-past two o’clock a company of 
about seventy-five gentlemen sat down 
to an excellent dinner provided by Mr. 
J. Lawrence of the National Hotel. Af- 
ter the cloth was removed, several spir- 
ited toasts were delivered, compliment- 
ary to the movers of this successful 
achievement of navigating the Iowa. 
Enthusiastic speeches were made by Ma- 
jor Newhall, Captain Jones, and others. 

The followimg remarks of Major New-. 
hall were delivered amidst the tunani- 
mous cheers of the company: 

GENTLEMEN: —It is with feelings of 
heartfelt gratification that we return our 
thanks for the cordial reception with 
which we: have been honored by our 
friends of Iowa City. This is, indeed, a 
triumph,—an achievement well deserv- 
ing all the enconiums so justly bestowed 
upon my worthy friend Captain Jones. 

What are the circumstances under 
which we are assembled? Gentlemen, 
we are here this day to communicate the 
fact, that, on the 20th of June, 1841, the 


jirst steamboat moored alongside the 


bluff of your city. Frdm this day for- 
ward the practicability of navigating the 
Towa river remains no longer a subject 
of conjecture. From this day a new era 
will commence in the destinies of your 
city. The most skeptical now believe, 
for here is the evidence before you. Yes, 
gentlemen, ere another month shall 
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